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Hebrews 3:12-19 

 
12Take care, brothers, lest 

there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living 
God. 13But exhort one another 
every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may 
be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 14For we 
share in Christ, if indeed we 
hold our original confidence 
firm to the end. 15As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his 
voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in 
the rebellion.” 

16For who were those who 
heard and yet rebelled? Was it 
not all those who left Egypt led 
by Moses? 17And with whom 
was he provoked for forty 
years? Was it not with those 
who sinned, whose bodies fell 
in the wilderness? 18And to 
whom did he swear that they 
would not enter his rest, but to 
those who were disobedient? 
19So we see that they were 
unable to enter because of 
unbelief. 

  
 

Heavenly Father, give us a love 
for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, that we might care for 
each other’s spiritual well-
being. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Exhort One Another 

 
If you grew up with brothers and sisters, or have had multiple children yourself, 

you know it is often the responsibility of the older children to look after the younger 
children. Like it or not, there were times when I was charged with watching my 
younger brothers. I am sure you have all had similar experiences, even if it was with 
a niece, nephew, or neighbor rather than a brother or sister.  

Here in Yambio, South Sudan there seem to be kids everywhere. Most families 
have several children, and it is just understood they will watch out for each other. At 
the Lutheran school a short distance from the Seminary there are over 700 children 
in attendance. All of them walk to school. It is heartening to watch the older children 
either carry or walk hand in hand with the younger ones. Additionally, as I have 
observed and questioned the seminary students about certain children, it is not only 
siblings that watch out for each other, but all the children do. Africa, like the New 
Testament, is not an individualistic culture, like ours. Everything they do, even the 
way they think, is communal. For them the strength and value of an individual is 
found in their connection to the group. No one goes it alone. They are all in it 
together. 

This is what the writer to the Hebrew is expressing when it comes to a person’s 
spiritual health. He is exhorting them to watch out for and care for each other. He 
writes, Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as 
long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin. It would be unheard of to just think of oneself. It is not our own spiritual health 
we should be concerned about; it is our brothers also. In this passage we are told to 
exhort our brother. We hesitate to do so because we are afraid, he will say, “mind 
your own business.” The thing is, our brother’s spiritual health is our business, 
because we are all in this together. Notice also, that it says, exhort one another every 
day. Yes, every day. The students here at the seminary do this all the time. 
Whenever someone is out of line or slacking, his brothers will exhort and rebuke 
him. They consider this a caring thing to do, and a caring thing to hear. As arrogant, 
stubborn Americans we are more like to tell an exhorting or rebuke brother to get 
lost. 

But how much better off we would be if we took on the attitude of the writer to 
the Hebrews. They knew their history. They were aware that it was the rebellious 
unbelief of many who perished in the wilderness during the days of Moses. They all 
left Egypt together, led by Moses, yet some did not remain connected to the faith 
and calling of God. They perished, and so might we who are prone to rebel and break 
from the Christian community. 

Why should we care about anyone but ourselves? The text says, For we share in 
Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. We share in Christ! 
In Him we are one. We are all in this together. Because Christ cares for each one, 
each one is important, not just us. If each one is important to God, they should also 
be to us. When we concern ourselves with the spiritual health of our brother, we are 
living out our calling as a child of God, a brother or sister in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 comes to mind, For the love of Christ controls us, because 
we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died 
for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for 
their sake died and was raised. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those among us who are drifting away from the faith. 

• Those who are isolated from the Christian community by their rebellious independence. 

• Those who are sick or grieving they be surrounded by Christian friends and loved one. 

• Continual gains in our understanding and treatment of the coronavirus. 

•  

 

mailto:michael.roth@discovertrinity.org

