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Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 

6Seek the LORD and live, lest he 
break out like fire in the house 
of Joseph, and it devour, with 
none to quench it for Bethel, 
7O you who turn justice to 
wormwood and cast down 
righteousness to the earth! . . . 

10They hate him who reproves 
in the gate, and they abhor him 
who speaks the truth. 
11Therefore because you 
trample on the poor and you 
exact taxes of grain from him, 
you have built houses of hewn 
stone, but you shall not dwell in 
them; you have planted 
pleasant vineyards, but you 
shall not drink their wine. 
12For I know how many are your 
transgressions and how great 
are your sins—you who afflict 
the righteous, who take a bribe, 
and turn aside the needy in the 
gate. 
13Therefore he who is prudent 
will keep silent in such a time, 
for it is an evil time. 
14Seek good, and not evil, that 
you may live; and so the LORD, 
the God of hosts, will be with 
you, as you have said. 
15Hate evil, and love good, and 
establish justice in the gate; it 
may be that the LORD, the God 
of hosts, 
will be gracious to the remnant 
of Joseph. 

 
Heavenly Father, You alone are 
holy and good. Forgive us our 
sins and give us a love for good. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Hate Evil and Love Good 

 
How poor and desperate do you need to be to take advantage of someone? 

That was the question I asked myself when I was in the Juba airport. I do not often 
feel like a victim, but I did then. I had arrived with 8 suitcases, a carry-on, and a brief 
case, filled with items I was trying to deliver to the students and churches of Sudan. I 
couldn’t have been a bigger target. I am white, confused, trying to navigate my way 
through customs and had no help. Those who were to meet me at the airport, 
thought I was going to arrive about 5 hours later than I did. I didn’t know who was to 
meet me and had no way of getting a hold of someone. I had the wrong SIM card in 
my phone, so I could not make a call in South Sudan. 

As I said, I was a big, easy target. You know the type, white, American, and 
probably rich. I was quickly surrounded by people who wanted to “help” me. Before I 
could object or ask questions a group of guys carried off all my bags. In a panic, I 
followed them to customs. The customs officials opened every bag and scrutinized 
all the contents. As they did, they questioned me about all kinds of things, shaking 
their heads, as if to say, “You can’t bring those things into our country.” Some of the 
“helpers” intervened and convinced the custom officials it would be alright, they 
would get a good tip. Once all the bags were inspected and marked OK, I was told I 
could take them if I gave them a $100 tip. At that point, I did not have any choice, so 
I paid the $100. Now the “helpers” had my bags again and were ready to load them 
into a taxi. But I didn’t want a taxi, because I was still expecting someone to pick me 
up, and I didn’t know where I was supposed to go anyway. 

By this time, I was getting smarter, and a little upset as I realized I was the 
victim of extortion. The “helpers” agreed to let me wait with my bags, but they 
would need a tip for “helping” me. Another $100 would do—they would split it 
between them. I refused to give it, trying to explain, I didn’t need the help and their 
“help” already cost me $100 dollars. I gave 4 guys $5 each and began waiting, trying 
to keep the vultures and the taxi drivers away from all my bags. While waiting I was 
feeling bad about be so tight-fisted with my “helpers,” assuming they were just 
trying to make a living and feed their families. 

Later, I was told by my students, that those people were not Christians. 
Christians would not take advantage of another person that way. All of this makes 
me think of Amos. Amos was a prophet sent by God to the northern kingdom of 
Israel to condemn them for taking advantage of others, especially the poor. They 
were guilty of all kinds of injustices including bribery, extortion, false lawsuits, and 
disregard for those in need. God was going to take from them all they had 
accumulate through their ill-gotten gain. Amos was foretelling of the Assyrian 
invasion that would decimate the northern kingdom of Israel. 

Like most of us, the people hearing Amos’ warning did not think he was talking 
to them. Notice how the prophet switches for “they” in verse 10 to “you” in verse 11. 
It is not just the unbeliever, non-Christian, or non-Israelites, that practice injustice 
and evil, it is also us who profess the true faith. The words of Amos should also echo 
in our ears, Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that 
the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. I think my 
students were wrong. The extortioners at the airport could have been Christians. 
Even Christians are guilty of evil. 

Thanks be to God, that through Jesus’ blood, shed on the cross, sinners like us 
are counted as the remnant of Joseph. By faith in Christ, our sin is forgiven, and we 
are blessed with His Spirit, which enables us to hate evil, and love good. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• For those who resort to extortion and bribery to survive, that find a more honorable way to make a living. 

• The students at the seminary in Yambio who will find many challenges in their field of work. 

• The Dean of Students of the seminary in Yambio who had a growth removed from his elbow two days ago. 

• Continual gains in our understanding and treatment of the coronavirus. 

•  
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