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Mark 10:13-16 

 
13 And they were bringing children to him that he 

might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, 
I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them 
in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on 
them.  
 

 
 

Heavenly Father, give us the humility to enter Your 
kingdom, on our knees. Enable us to set aside our own 
false righteousness and trust in Jesus, our Savior. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
Enter as a Child 

 
When I was growing up, my brothers and I loved to 

make forts or castles. Often, we would construct them in 
the haymow by stacking haybales like Lego blocks. I 
remember some of our forts would have secret tunnels that 
would open into a cave. We would crawl on our hands and 
knees through the tunnel and would sit inside the cave with 
flashlights. There we would strategize on how to defend our 
castle and rule our kingdom. After all, the handwriting sign 
didn’t always keep out invaders—you know, “No girls 
allowed.” 

I recall one summer when we made a fort back on the 
sand hill. We first dug a deep hole in the sand. We then 
covered the hole with boards and then buried them in sand 
so no one could see the hole. We then tunneled our way 
into the hole, making a secret passageway. Like in the 
haymow, we crawled on our hands and knees, with 
flashlights, to get to our cave. There we would rule our 
kingdom. 

If our mother knew what we were doing half the time, 
she would have had a fit. Looking back on how dangerous 
those things were, I wouldn’t blame her. But I think there is 
something to learned from the way kids approach the 
world. 

In this text, Jesus says, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it. So, how does a 
child enter the kingdom of God? With all humility and 
innocence. It is like the forts and castles we built as kids. The 
only way in was on your knees. There was no fear of the 
dangers involved, no calculation of the risks. We didn’t mind 
getting dirty from head to toe. We were naive and innocent, 
trusting in all things. 

As adults, who are invited into the kingdom of God, by 
the grace of God and invitation of the Gospel, the only way 
we can enter, is on our knees. To receive the gift of God’s 
forgiveness and grace, we must acknowledge our need and 
our complete inability to achieve the favor of God on our 
own. We must throw caution to the wind and not worry 
how childish we may appear, or how the dirtiness of our 
lives is exposed. To enter the kingdom, we must receive it 
without pretense, or right, or pride. We can only enter on 
our knees. When it comes to the kingdom of God the sign 
reads, “No righteous allowed!” 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The humility and faith to trust in Jesus for entrance into His kingdom. 

• The leaders of our government that they might govern with humility and a desire to serve. 

• The leaders of our church that they guide our congregation in mission and ministry for the sake of the lost. 

• Advancement in the war on the coronavirus pandemic. 

•  
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