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Mark 10:2-12 

 
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him 

asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He 
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 
4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And 
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 
he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall 
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let 
not man separate.”  

10 And in the house the disciples asked him again 
about this matter. 11 And he said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces her husband 
and marries another, she commits adultery.”  
 
 
 
Gracious Father, forgive us for our failures in marriage 
and family life. Bless us with faith to trust in Your plan 
and strength to carry it out. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Two Become One 

 
One year for Christmas my wife’s parents gave us a nice 

set of kitchen knives. Not only did it come with all styles and 
sizes of knives, in a nice wooden block, but there is also a 
pair of kitchen scissors.  The interesting thing about these 
scissors is that they come apart. They can be disjointed for 
washing and then reassembled for use. The separate parts 
of those scissors could be used independently. There is a 
bottle opener notch on the one handle. The other handle 
has kind of prying tool that can be used to open a paint can. 
Each part has a sharp edge for cutting, that could be used to 
awkwardly cut something or stab something if needed. 
However, when the two pieces are separated, you really do 
not have scissors and the separate parts are not nearly as 
functional as they are together. 

It seems like the Bible’s description of marriage is 
similar. It takes both a man and a woman to make a 
marriage. It is true that they can function independently of 
each other, and often do. The man has things he can do or 
likes to do, and the woman has things she can do or likes to 
do. But when they work together, they can do much more, 
with less frustration and greater enjoyment, than they could 
apart. Think of those scissors. If you need to cut something 
like a piece of paper, or a string, or a package, it would be 
possible to do it with half of a pair of scissors, but a whole 
lot easier and neater with the two pair working together. 

It was common in Moses’ day for a man to send his 
wife away if she was displeasing to him, or he found a newer 
model. The Deuteronomic law required him to give her a 
certificate of divorce, which enabled her to remarry or 
conduct business, separate from her husband. It was a 
concession to the hardness of man’s heart and an act of 
justice for the woman. But, as Jesus points out, this is not 
God’s intended plan. His purpose in marriage was to provide 
help and companionship for each other. The two are far 
better off together than they are apart. 

When I pull the parts of our scissors out of the 
dishwasher, I sometimes have a hard time putting them 
together. There are several ways to link them, but only one 
way is right. There are many ways to mess up the unity of 
husband and wife in marriage, but there is only one right 
way. The right way is God’s way. God has engineered 
marriage to be the mutual exchange of commitment and 
love that lasts a lifetime. When done right, with a great deal 
of trial and error, forgiveness and grace, it is a beautiful and 
blessed thing. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The marriages in our congregation that they be strength and grounded in God’s Word. 

• Those who are single that they may be blessed with a godly spouse in their future, according to God’s plan. 

• Children who need the care and nurture of both parents, that they be nurtured by the love of others. 

• Those who work to develop treatments for the coronavirus. 
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