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If you have been tracking with my epistles and announcements, 

you know that I am leaving for South Sudan this Tuesday, Oct. 5. I will 

return on Saturday, Oct. 23 and will be leading our worship the next 

day. While I am in Yambio, South Sudan I will be teaching at the 

Concordia Lutheran Institute for the Holy Ministry. I will have 20 fourth 

year students, who will be graduating and then ordained at the end of 

this year. Our subject matter is Eschatology (End Times) and Church 

Rites (such as baptism, confirmation, weddings, funerals, installations, 

etc.). I will also be leading text studies for the pastors in the area and 

preaching on Sunday morning. 

While I am away, Bible classes and worship will be covered by 

Pastor Wagner, Pastor Fischer, Deacon Kizer and Vicar Barnes. If there 

is an emergency, please contact the church office. I am also able to be 

reached by cell phone and text at: 269-932-8456. Facebook Messenger 

is also an effective way to message or call, at (1) Michael J. Roth | 

Facebook. Although my internet access will be limited, cellular 

connections are not too bad. I will be checking in with the church 

office whenever I have the chance. 

If you would like to follow me on Facebook, I will be posting 

pictures and comments on Trinity’s page: (1) Trinity Lutheran Church, 

St. Joseph | Facebook. I would ask that you keep me and the students 

at the seminary in your prayers. I look forward to serving the church at 

large in Africa, and doing so also when I return to St. Joseph. Your help 

and support in this mission trip is appreciated by me and the future 

pastors of Sudan, South Sudan, and surrounding countries. 

This Sunday we will be installing our new SMP Vicar, Tom Barnes. 

SMP stands for “Specific Ministry Pastor.” This is a designation of our 

Synod for those who serve as pastors in a specific context. They are 

men who receive all their training in the location of their home 

congregation. Their vicarage is under the supervision of a pastoral 

mentor for 2 years. They take online courses through the Seminary in 

Fort Wayne or St. Louis. After completing two years of vicarage and 8 

core courses in theology they are ordained and installed as a pastor in 

their congregation. They are then required to complete 8 more 

theology courses with the Seminary online, to remain eligible for 

pastoral certification. They are always under the supervision of a 

M.Div. pastor and are not able to receive a call to another field of 

service, except in unique circumstances.  

Please welcome Tom to our staff and service in the congregation. 

Keep him in your prayers and introduce yourself to him when you have 

the chance. 
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