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This Sunday we bid farewell and Godspeed to our Director of 

Music Ministry, Paula Steuernagel. It is an understatement to say that 

we are going to miss her. Paula has been given some wonderful gifts 

from God, especially in music. It has been a joy to see her use those 

gifts to the glory of God and the blessing of God’s people. In addition 

to Paula’s organ and piano playing, her choir directing, her school 

music education, she has been a true partner in ministry with me over 

the years. I appreciate her sense and understanding of ministry. She 

has a love for the Lord and His mission that has truly been an asset and 

blessing to me and to Trinity. I am confident that the saints in Jackson, 

MO will come to know and love her as we have. God bless your service 

in His kingdom, Paula! We will miss you! 

In the interim, while we assess our musical needs and seek to call 

our next Director of Music Ministry, the Lord has provided us with 

capable music leaders. Jen Milnikel will be our primary organist and 

musical leader for worship. Assisting her will be Brittany Mohney on the 

piano and Barb Corvette on the organ. Heather Steffens will direct our 

Adult Choir and work with other instrumentalists and ensembles to add 

musical leadership to our worship services. We are still seeking 

assistance for school music. Please pray that the Lord provide what and 

who we need. Likewise, if you have an interest in music, I encourage 

you to talk with one of the above mentioned about singing in the choir 

or using your gifts in some way. 

Maybe you are not musical, but the Lord has given you other 

gifts. How can you use those gifts to the glory of God and the benefit 

of your neighbor? For most of us, our gifts are not as polished and 

evident as Paula’s, for instance, but they are useful and a blessing in 

the kingdom. Consider the 12 disciples Jesus called to follow Him. Not 

all were as recognized as Peter or John, but all were privileged to be 

His disciples. Not all of us will be recognized for what we do, but we 

can all do something. Let me encourage you—do something!  

Paul reminds us in 1 Cor. 15:58, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 

is not in vain. Your labor, no matter how quiet, unrecognized, and 

even unnoticed, is not in vain. I know this promise sustains me. Much of 

what I do, even though often noticed, and recognized by other, doesn’t 

seem to bear much fruit. But the Lord promises, it is not in vain. Let us 

join together, in our labor for the Lord. 


