
+ Pastoral + Epistle +  
Rev. Michael J. Roth  Vol. 13, No. 36 

 

Well, here we go again. The Berrien County Health Department has 

instituted a mask mandate for all schools, including Trinity. They cited the 

following in a letter to schools this past week: 

 

Over recent weeks, we have watched the Delta Variant 

become dominant across the Country as well as the State 

of Michigan. It has proven to be an accelerant to our case 

counts here in Berrien County, being much more 

transmissible than the original strain. From August 1st 

through 30th, the Health Department has reported 790 

confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in the county. 

This is a 4-fold increase from the 156 cases we reported in 

July of this year and a 73% increase in cases when 

compared to August 2020. 

 

Of course, no one is happy about this new development, as we have 

been going about our business without masks. The leadership of Trinity 

has not had the opportunity yet to learn about and discuss what the 

implications will be for church activities. At this time, there are no 

mandates for churches, either during worship or other activities. For the 

time being, we will operate as we have been. We will leave it up to our 

members to use their best judgment. By now we all know how to social 

distance, check for symptoms, wash our hands, and wear masks when 

necessary. 

Along with a high percentage of our members, I am vaccinated, 

which is currently the best defense against the virus. I do intend to 

continue to greet people, unmasked, as I have been. I will let you know if 

this changes. I want to do what is best for you. I do understand if you 

would prefer to avoid handshakes, and social distance. I also appreciate 

those who are wearing masks for their and other’s benefit. The 

Wednesday morning service at 11:00 will continue to be a “masks 

required” service. 

I know that this is a contentious issue. It has been in churches across 

our nation. I would urge you to be patient with us and our leadership, and 

with your fellow members. We are all in this together, as the body of 

Christ. Let us pull together and help each other navigate these troubled 

waters. If you have questions, suggestions, insights, information that will 

be helpful, please let me know. 

Our leadership will be discussing these things soon. Bear with us. In 

the meantime, pray that the Lord would deliver us from this pandemic and 

keep us all in His loving and protective care. 


