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Ezekiel 2:1 - 3:3 

 
And he said to me, “Son of man, 

stand on your feet, and I will speak 
with you.” 2 And as he spoke to me, 
the Spirit entered into me and set 
me on my feet, and I heard him 
speaking to me. 3 And he said to me, 
“Son of man, I send you to the 
people of Israel, to nations of rebels, 
who have rebelled against me. They 
and their fathers have transgressed 
against me to this very day. 4 The 
descendants also are impudent and 
stubborn: I send you to them, and 
you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God.’ 5 And whether they hear 
or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house) they will know 
that a prophet has been among 
them. 6 And you, son of man, be not 
afraid of them, nor be afraid of their 
words, though briers and thorns are 
with you and you sit on scorpions. 
Be not afraid of their words, nor be 
dismayed at their looks, for they are 
a rebellious house. 7 And you shall 
speak my words to them, whether 
they hear or refuse to hear, for they 
are a rebellious house.  

8 “But you, son of man, hear 
what I say to you. Be not rebellious 
like that rebellious house; open your 
mouth and eat what I give you.” 
9 And when I looked, behold, a hand 
was stretched out to me, and 
behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 
10 And he spread it before me. And it 
had writing on the front and on the 
back, and there were written on it 
words of lamentation and mourning 
and woe.  

3 And he said to me, “Son of 
man, eat whatever you find here. 
Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the 
house of Israel.” 2 So I opened my 
mouth, and he gave me this scroll to 
eat. 3 And he said to me, “Son of 
man, feed your belly with this scroll 
that I give you and fill your stomach 
with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in 
my mouth as sweet as honey. 

 

 
Ezekiel the Prophet 

 
July 21 is the commemoration of Ezekiel the Prophet on the church 

calendar. Although I had a different plan for two days ago, I thought I would 
focus on Ezekiel today. The following is on our LCMS website for this day: 

 
Ezekiel, son of Buzi, was a priest, called by God to be a prophet 
to the exiles during the Babylonian captivity (Ez. 1:3). In 597 
B.C. King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army brought 
the king of Judah and thousands of the best citizens of 
Jerusalem—including Ezekiel—to Babylon (2 Kgs 24:8–16). 
Ezekiel's priestly background profoundly stamped his prophecy, 
as the holiness of God and the Temple figure prominently in his 
messages (for example, Ezekiel 9–10 and 40–48). From 593 B.C. 
to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 586 B.C., 
Ezekiel prophesied the inevitability of divine judgment on 
Jerusalem, on the exiles in Babylon, and on seven nations that 
surrounded Israel (Ezekiel 1–32). Jerusalem would fall, and the 
exiles would not quickly return, as a just consequence of their 
sin. Once word reached Ezekiel that Jerusalem and the temple 
were destroyed, his message became one of comfort and hope. 
Through him God promised that his people would experience 
future restoration, renewal and revival in the coming Messianic 
kingdom (Ezekiel 33–48). Much of the strange symbolism of 
Ezekiel's prophecies was later employed in the Revelation to St. 
John. 
 

Ezekiel was a prophet sent to Israel at the beginning of the 6th century B.C. 
The Lord describes these people, now living in exile in Babylon, as impudent 
and stubborn people. They were a rebellious nation. In this text the Lord says, 
They and their fathers have transgressed against me to this very day. Even 
though the Lord had given them birth as a nation, He had called their father 
Abraham, delivered them bondage in Egypt, gave them the Promised Land, and 
provide them with judges, prophets and kings, they would not obey His laws. 
Their history was marked with idolatry, injustice, corruption, and bloodshed. 
There was not a law they did not break, or an idol they did not worship. They 
forgot who had cared for them and blessed them over the years. 

Ezekiel was to eat the words of the scroll, make them part of who he was, 
and speak them to the people. These words are still spoken today to rebellious 
people like us. These are words that tell of Jesus’ substitutionary sacrifice on 
the cross to pay for our rebellious, hardheaded, hardhearted sins. They are 
words that tell us of Jesus’ victory over death and His promise of eternal life to 
all who believe. They are words of absolution that say, “as a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins.” When you 
hear those words, you are to believe they are words spoken by God Himself 
with the voice of your pastor. There are words that promise new life by water 
and Spirit in holy baptism. There are words that assure us of Christ’s body and 
blood, truly present, in the Holy Supper. There are also words, by God’s grace as 
we take our last breath, that still echo in our heads, “Fear not, for have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

 
Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, let Your Word to us come near. Amen. 

Please pray for: 
 

• Those who proclaim the word of the Lord, that they do so with boldness and fidelity. 

• Those who hear the word of the Lord, that they receive the message with joy and the Spirit’s power. 

• Those who struggle with purpose and direction in life, that they be guided by the Word. 

• The effective use of vaccines against the coronavirus, especially in area of resurgence. 
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