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John 20:1-2, 10-18 

 
Now on the first day of the week 

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw 
that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him. … 

10 Then the disciples went back to 
their homes.  

11 But Mary stood weeping outside 
the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And 
she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had lain, one 
at the head and one at the feet. 
13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14 Having said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing, but 
she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to my brothers and say 
to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”—and that he had said 
these things to her. 

 
Gracious Lord, give us the faith and 
spirit of Mary Magdalene, that we 
might announce victory in Christ, to 
our brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 

 
I Have Seen the Lord 

 
Today on the church calendar is the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene. The 

following is noted on our LCMS website for this day: 
 

St. Mary Magdalene 
“An excellent wife who can find?” (Prov. 31:10). The Lord’s 
love does not search out what is lovely. Instead, His love 
seeks out sinners and dies for them, washes them clean, and 
presents them to Himself as a spotless bride (Ephesians 5). 
Christ had no wife on earth; His bride is the Church — the 
assembly of forgiven sinners rescued by His death and 
resurrection. Among them is St. Mary Magdalene, one “who 
had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem” (Acts 
13:31). The Lord rescued her from the power of seven 
demons, and she provided for Him out of her means (Luke 
8:2–3). Christians have traditionally connected her with the 
unnamed penitent woman who was forgiven much by faith 
and thus “loved much” by anointing Jesus’ feet (Luke 7:36–
50). She was there at Christ’s death, present at His burial and 
honored as the first witness of His resurrection. She would 
have clung to Him there in the garden, but the Lord had “not 
yet ascended” to His Father and our Father (John 20:16–18) 
to “fill all things” (Eph. 4:10). For now He is heard in the Word 
of His witnesses and is here bodily in His Supper, not just for 
Mary, but for all penitents “who [fear] the Lord” (Prov. 
31:30), so that grace may abound “all the more” (Rom. 5:20). 

 
The Gospel reading, appointed for this Feast, is the account of Mary on 

Easter morning at the empty tomb. She is privileged to be the first to see the 
empty tomb and the risen Lord. This is an honor that would have been 
coveted by all the faithful saints of old. But, why Mary Magdalene? Apart 
from her relationship to Jesus, she is an insignificant character in the biblical 
narrative. Until meeting Jesus, she had been possessed by seven demons. She 
was identified as a sinful woman. Yet, after she meet Jesus, she was wholly 
devoted to Him. She anointed Him with oil, she gave of her means for His 
support, she was there at His crucifixion, and she was ready to prepare His 
corpse for burial in the tomb. But to her great joy, Jesus was alive, risen from 
the dead! 

Her first response to seeing Jesus was to embrace Him and worship at 
His feet. After this brief moment of worship, Jesus gave her an assignment, go 
to my brothers. Obediently, Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord” This sinful woman was not only the first to 
witness the risen Lord, she was also the first evangelist to tell others. 

May the Lord bless us with the faith and spirit of Mary Magdalene. We 
too are sinners, redeemed by the blood of Christ. We have encountered the 
risen Lord in Word and Sacrament. He has blessed us with His presence. We 
bow down in worship of Him. He also says to us, go to my brothers. Our 
calling, like Mary’s, is to announce to others, that the Lord is risen. He is alive 
and has defeated sin and death for us all. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Bold witness from all believers, that those who do not yet know Christ, might learn of Him. 

• Sinners, who do not believe God can use them, to be inspired by Mary Magdalene. 

• The underprivileged and marginalized in our society, that they be recognized as people of value. 

• The effective use of vaccines against the coronavirus, especially in area of resurgence. 
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