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Ephesians 2:11-22 

 
11 Therefore remember that at 

one time you Gentiles in the flesh, 
called “the uncircumcision” by what 
is called the circumcision, which is 
made in the flesh by hands— 
12 remember that you were at that 
time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he 
himself is our peace, who has made 
us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
15 by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, 16 and might 
reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility. 17 And he came 
and preached peace to you who 
were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we 
both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 19 So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 
20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, 21 in 
whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also 
are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 
Heavenly Father, by Your mercy and 
grace, through Your Son, we have 
been made members of Your family. 
Give us the openness to receive 
others in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

 
In Christ, We Are One 

 
It seems that everywhere you look there are hostilities and conflicts. There 

are hostilities in the Middle East– witness the conflict between the Arab, 
Palestinians, and Jewish world.  There are long standing feuds that have deep 
roots of hatred and hostility.  It seems as if peace will never be achieved. 
Consider all the conflicts around the world. When I asked Google, it reported 
that there are currently 60 countries and 459 militia, guerilla and separatist 
groups involved in some type of armed conflict or war. 

There are hostilities in our country – witness the history of racism in our 
land. This conflict continues today in the form of prejudice, economic and class 
distinctions, separation, and suspicion. Witness the divide between political 
parties and the entrenched positions one side takes against the other. 

There are also hostilities in our lives – witness the conflicts we have with 
each other, the fighting within families, the tension in the workplace and the 
hostilities between neighbors. Consider even the battle lines that are drawn 
within our church from time to time. People love to take sides and talk about 
the offences created and the injustices done without having a clue of what the 
real issues are, let alone what is true and what is false. 

It is amid all this hostility and conflict that Paul says in this text, we are one 
in Christ. The text says, For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his 
flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. 

The laws given in the Old Testament created separation. The moral laws of 
the Ten Commandments separated us from God because we are unable to 
keep them. The ceremonial laws and regulations of the Jews separated them 
from the Gentiles who did not practice them. Jesus has fulfilled them both. He 
is the final sacrifice required by God for the sin of the world. He kept the moral 
law perfectly in the place of all of us who cannot. When Jesus shed His blood 
on the cross in our place, He established peace with God. The sin that 
separates us from Him is gone. 

Jesus tears down the wall of hostilities that separate us. Jews and Gentile 
alike find their salvation in Jesus. He is the hope of the nations. There is no 
longer any distinction or separation of people groups. We are all part of the 
same family, the same kingdom. In this kingdom there are people from every 
language and nation, from every tribe and political persuasion, from every race 
and social status. 

Paul writes, Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but 
fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household. In our 
country, there has recently been a lot of discussion about illegal aliens living 
and working among us. There is discussion of greater border security and even 
of building walls to prevent immigrants from coming in from Mexico. Unless 
you are one of those immigrants, it is hard to understand why citizenship is so 
important. There are rights that come with citizenship not enjoyed by others. 
There is a sense of belonging, of legitimacy, that is hard to explain. 

Through the work of Christ, we have been made citizens and family 
members of God’s house. This status is ours, not by sneaking in or struggling 
for rights, but by grace. Our membership in God’s kingdom, in His family is no 
more earned by us than our membership in our biological family and our 
citizenship in this country. By grace we are citizen of God’s kingdom. In Christ 
we are all one. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The healing of our nation from separation, racism, and prejudice. 

• Peace in the world, where there is conflict, through the preaching of Christ. 

• The unity of the church that our witness to the community may be genuine and effective. 

• An effective response to the coronavirus variants that are gaining ground. 
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