
 

 
Grace Notes 

Tuesday of Pentecost 8 
20 July 2021 

 
Michael J. Roth 

michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 
 

 

 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 
“Woe to the shepherds who 

destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the Lord. 2 Therefore 
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
concerning the shepherds who care for 
my people: “You have scattered my 
flock and have driven them away, and 
you have not attended to them. 
Behold, I will attend to you for your evil 
deeds, declares the Lord. 3 Then I will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of 
all the countries where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back to 
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. 4 I will set shepherds over 
them who will care for them, and they 
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 
neither shall any be missing, declares 
the Lord. 

5 “Behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will raise up 
for David a righteous Branch, and he 
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 
shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be 
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
And this is the name by which he will 
be called: ‘The Lord is our 
righteousness.’ 

 
 

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to 
be our Shepherd. Give us the faith to 
follow Him. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Trading Up 

 
Trading up is popular in our market driven economy. It seems to 

happen when a person moves up in pay or position. They start out by 
wearing clothes they buy at Target or Kohl’s and then they start wearing 
clothes from more expensive stores or with designer labels. They might 
drive old used cars until they can buy a new car, with more features and 
status. Sometime people want the best in what they are passionate about. 
For instance, the hobbyist might ride a Schwinn bicycle, but an enthusiast 
would rather have a Raleigh. As a kid you would be content with a Zebco, 
but as a serious fisherman you would want a St Croix. 

Professional sports franchises do the same thing all the time. They 
trade players hoping to improve their roster. They are looking for the 
players who can get the job done and bring home the championship. 
Oftentimes, if they have the money, they will recruit that one singular 
player who can change the whole dynamic and potential of the team. This 
might be a star quarterback or versatile, shooting power forward. 

In this text, Jeremiah is relating the Lord’s message, that He is going 
to trade up, for the sake of His people. The problem was the leaders of 
God’s people were not getting the job done. They were not faithful to their 
calling. The prophet says, “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter 
the sheep of my pasture!” declares the Lord.” These shepherds are the 
prophets, priests, and elders of the people. The Lord is planning on firing 
the whole bunch of them. He says, You have scattered my flock and have 
driven them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend 
to you for your evil deeds, declares the Lord. 

Despite the poor performance of Israel’s called leaders, the Lord will 
not give up on His people. He will not abandon them or leave them in the 
hands of self-serving leaders. The Lord makes the promise, I will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I 
will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I 
will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no 
more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord. The 
Lord will replace the unfaithful shepherds with faithful ones. He will trade 
up for the sake of His people. We see this fulfilled in faithful prophets like 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. Men like Amos, Zechariah, Micah and even 
John the Baptist, would serve as spokesman and shepherds of the Lord to 
lead His chosen people. 

But as faithful and good as these men of God were for the home 
team, they were not the complete answer. The Lord would provide that 
superstar who would do what no other leader, prophet, priest, or king could 
do. As the Lord promised through the prophet, I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, 
and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ This star is none other than Jesus, the 
Messiah. With Him on our team, we cannot lose. There is no need for us to 
follow the words and examples of man, we have the Righteous One, who 
served on our behalf. He was faithful to His calling as the world’s Redeemer. 
Because Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who laid down His life for us, His 
sheep, we can dwell securely, here and in eternity. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The bold preaching and teaching of God’s Word, that the Holy Spirit might create and strengthen faith. 

• Pastors who have been given the job as under-shepherds of the Good Shepherd. 

• The church that is busy planning for the fall program year to begin. 

• An effective response to the coronavirus variants that are gaining ground. 
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