
 

 
Grace Notes 
Friday of Pentecost 8 

19 July 2021 
 

Michael J. Roth 
michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 

 
 

Mark 6:30-44 
30 jThe apostles returned to 

Jesus and told him all that they had 
done and taught. 31 And he said to 
them, “Come away by yourselves 
to a desolate place and rest a 
while.” For many were coming and 
going, and they had no leisure even 
to eat. 32 And they went away in the 
boat to a desolate place by 
themselves. 33 Now many saw them 
going and recognized them, and 
they ran there on foot from all the 
towns and got there ahead of 
them. 34 When he went ashore he 
saw a great crowd, and he had 
compassion on them, because they 
were like sheep without a 
shepherd. And he began to teach 
them many things. 35 And when it 
grew late, his disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a desolate place, 
and the hour is now late. 36 Send 
them away to go into the 
surrounding countryside and 
villages and buy themselves 
something to eat.” 37 But he 
answered them, “You give them 
something to eat.” And they said to 
him, “Shall we go and buy two 
hundred denarii worth of bread 
and give it to them to eat?” 38 And 
he said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have? Go and see.” And 
when they had found out, they 
said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then 
he commanded them all to sit 
down in groups on the green grass. 
40 So they sat down in groups, by 
hundreds and by fifties. 41 And 
taking the five loaves and the two 
fish, he looked up to heaven and 
said a blessing and broke the loaves 
and gave them to the disciples to 
set before the people. And he 
divided the two fish among them 
all. 42 And they all ate and were 
satisfied. 43 And they took up 
twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
and of the fish. 44 And those who 
ate the loaves were five thousand 
men.  
 
Come Lord Jesus, be our Guest, and 
let Thy gifts, to us be blessed. 
Amen. 

You Give Then Something to Eat 
There is something important we can learn from the feeding of the 5000 in 

our text. Jesus was not intending to eradicate world hunger. Those who ate 
would get hungry again. But He was demonstrating compassion and hospitality. 
He was taking what was available and using it to bless. We can never eradicate 
world hunger either; sometimes we may think, “what’s the use.” 

When Jesus looked up to heaven do you think He said, “Come Lord Jesus, be 
our guest and let thy gifts to us be blessed?”  The only thing is – Jesus was 
already the Guest at the feast He was about to give. 

All that we have is a blessing from God, the big things and the little things, 
the obvious blessings, and the ordinary overlooked blessings. For all things, we 
should thank and praise God and ask His blessings upon them. Whenever the 
debate comes up about the common table prayer – you know the one – is it “let 
these gifts” or “let thy gifts” to us be blessed; I always insist that it should be “thy 
gifts” because that’s the way I learned it from the official 1944 green Memory 
Book for Lutheran Schools and “thy” gifts include, not just the food in front of us, 
but all things that God gives us. 

Our text tells us that Jesus had attempted to get away from the crowds for a 
while. However, the people saw where He was going and followed Him, bringing 
their sick and those in need. Jesus had compassion on them and spent the whole 
day healing their sick and serving them. By the time evening came a crowd of 
5000 men, plus women and children had gathered and it was time for supper. 

The disciples sized up the situation and had what they considered a logical 
solution: “Send them away.” “They are not our responsibility.” There was no hint 
from the disciples that they felt any obligation to the people gathered. It was not 
their problem. They were hungry too and they needed to attend to their own 
needs. 

We are not any different than they. Our priority is to take care of ourselves 
and maybe those in our own family. We cannot be expected to take 
responsibility for others, can we? Like the disciples, when we see people hungry 
and in need, our first thought is, “I wish they would just go away.” 

The disciples were thinking, “Every man for himself.” “We will take care of 
ourselves; you take care of yourselves.” If anyone goes hungry it is because they 
didn’t plan ahead, or they didn’t do the work needed to provide for themselves 
and their families. 

Do you ever find yourself thinking the same things? I know I do. It is easy to 
think, “Poverty and world hunger are such big and overwhelming problems, what 
am I supposed to do?” It may even be tempting to buy into the non-biblical 
cliché, “God helps those who help themselves.” Jesus saw things differently. He 
said to His disciples, “You give them something to eat.” We are responsible for 
each other. 

Jesus said, “They need not go away.” Jesus wanted His disciples to assume 
some responsibility for others. He wanted them to look to Him for the answers. 
They had spent the whole day with Him and watched Him heal the sick. They 
worked side by side with Him as He blessed the people. He expected them to 
have learned that He could and would meet all their needs. 

Jesus says the same thing to us when it comes to the hungry, the sick and 
those in need, “You give them something to eat.” He wants us to trust that He 
can bless through us. He wants us to know that what He has given us is a blessing 
to be blessed and used to bless others. 

So, Jesus said to the disciples, “Bring what you have;” do what you can. They 
said, “We have only 5 loaves and 2 fish.” They saw the limits to their blessings; 
Jesus saw the possibilities. They thought, “What’s the use;” Jesus thought, let us 
bless what we have and use it to the Father’s glory. The disciples had a lack of 
faith and a very narrow view; Jesus was about to use what was available, the 
meager food and the disciples themselves, as a blessing.  

Please pray for: 

• Those who suffer want for the basic necessities of life. 

• Families that God’s Spirit of faith and love permeate the homes of His people. 

• The church, that through acts of mercy, they might witness to the love of Christ. 

• Communities where the coronavirus variants are emerging, that mitigation be successful. 
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