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Ruth 1:16-17, 4:13-17 

 
16 But Ruth said, “Do not 

urge me to leave you or to 
return from following you. For 
where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge. 
Your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God. 
17 Where you die I will die, and 
there will I be buried. May the 
Lord do so to me and more 
also if anything but death 
parts me from you.” … 

13 So Boaz took Ruth, and 
she became his wife. And he 
went in to her, and the Lord 
gave her conception, and she 
bore a son. 14 Then the women 
said to Naomi, “Blessed be the 
Lord, who has not left you this 
day without a redeemer, and 
may his name be renowned in 
Israel! 15 He shall be to you a 
restorer of life and a nourisher 
of your old age, for your 
daughter-in-law who loves 
you, who is more to you than 
seven sons, has given birth to 
him.” 16 Then Naomi took the 
child and laid him on her lap 
and became his nurse. 17 And 
the women of the 
neighborhood gave him a 
name, saying, “A son has been 
born to Naomi.” They named 
him Obed. He was the father 
of Jesse, the father of David. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, by Your Spirit 
You endowed Ruth with a 
lively faith. Send to us the 
same Spirit, that we might 
testify to our Savior to each 
generation. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Great-grandma Ruth 

 
This is the day on the church calendar when we commemorate Ruth, the great-

grandmother of King David. The following is what our LCMS websites says about 
Ruth: 
 

Ruth of Moab, the subject of the biblical book that bears her name, is 
an inspiring example of God's grace. Although she was a Gentile, God 
made her the great grandmother of King David (Ruth 4:17), and an 
ancestress of Jesus himself (Mt 1:5). A famine in Israel led Elimelech 
and Naomi of Bethlehem to emigrate to the neighboring nation of 
Moab with their two sons. The sons married Moabite women, Orpah 
and Ruth, but after about ten years, Elimelech and his sons died (Ruth 
1:1–5). Naomi then decided to return to Bethlehem and urged her 
daughters-in-law to return to their families. Orpah listened to Naomi 
but Ruth refused, replying with the stirring words: “Where you go I 
will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God” (Ruth 1:16). After Ruth arrived in 
Bethlehem, Boaz, a close relative of Elimelech, agreed to be Ruth's 
“redeemer” (Ruth 3:7–13; 4:9–12). He took her as his wife, and Ruth 
gave birth to Obed, the grandfather of David (Ruth 4:13–17), thus 
preserving the Messianic seed. Ruth's kindness and selfless loyalty 
toward Naomi, and her faith in Naomi's God, have long endeared her 
to the faithful and redounded to God's praise for his merciful choice 
of one so unexpected. 
 

Most people do not know their great-grandmother. I do have childhood 
memories of my great-grandmother on my father’s side. What I remember is her 
house. It was an old farmhouse, that had never been painted. The interior door 
handles were wooden sewing spools with a nail through the center. I also remember 
the creek that ran behind and alongside the house. I do remember attending her 
funeral at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Other than the fact she was very old when she 
died, I do not remember much about her. 

There is one outstanding fact about my great-grandmother I do know. Without 
her I would not be here. It is this distinction that makes Ruth especially significant. 
Without her, there would be no King David, the ancestor of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Significant in the lineage of Jesus the Messiah, is that Ruth was a Moabite, a 
Gentile. This points to the truth that the Messiah came for the whole world, Jew and 
Gentile alike. In fact, the same Spirit, who was present at Pentecost, who converted 
the Gentile Cornelius in Acts 10, and brought us to faith in Jesus, enabled Ruth to 
believe in Naomi’s God. It was her devotion to God that made her devoted to her 
mother-in-law. In Ruth’s immortal words, Your people shall be my people, and your 
God my God. 

Think about this chain of events. Ruth’s devotion to God moved her to return to 
Bethlehem with her mother-in-law, which led to her marriage to Boaz, which led to 
the birth of David’s grandfather Obed. My great-grandmother gave birth to my dad’s 
mother, who gave birth to my dad, who sired me. More importantly, my great-
grandmothers faith was passed on through the generations to me, my children, and 
grandchildren. What legacy will you leave your children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren? It is not the inheritance that matters, but faith in your God! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Parents and grandparents who life and model the Christian faith before the eyes of their progeny. 

• Families that God’s Spirit of faith and love permeate the homes of His people. 

• Families that are struggling with addictions, disfunction and discord, that they be given God’s peace. 

• Communities where the coronavirus variants are emerging, that mitigation be successful. 
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