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Mark 6:14-29 

 
14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' 

name had become known. Some said, 
“John the Baptist has been raised from the 
dead. That is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in him. 15 But others 
said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is 
a prophet, like one of the prophets of 
old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he 
said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been 
raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent 
and seized John and bound him in prison 
for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip's wife, because he had married her. 
18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother's 
wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge 
against him and wanted to put him to 
death. But she could not, 20 for Herod 
feared John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he kept him 
safe. When he heard him, he was greatly 
perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

21 But an opportunity came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for 
his nobles and military commanders and 
the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when 
Herodias's daughter came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests. And the 
king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever 
you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And 
he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I 
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 
24 And she went out and said to her 
mother, “For what should I ask?” And she 
said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 
25 And she came in immediately with haste 
to the king and asked, saying, “I want you 
to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king was 
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths 
and his guests he did not want to break his 
word to her. 27 And immediately the king 
sent an executioner with orders to bring 
John's head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison 28 and brought his head on a 
platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl 
gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples 
heard of it, they came and took his body 
and laid it in a tomb. 

 

 
Be a Martyr 

 
You have probably heard the sarcastic expression, “don’t be a 

martyr.” It is usually spoken when someone is going the extra mile or 
possibly doing something they don’t have time to do or need to do. 
Sometimes the derisive comment will be made, “she is such a martyr.” 
This is especially noted when the person being the martyr wants 
everyone to know just how put out or sacrificial, they are. 

Don’t we love to exaggerate! If you consider the martyrdom of John 
the Baptist, in this text, how can any of us compare? John was a true 
martyr. He spoke the truth about Herod and Herodias’ sin and was 
imprisoned and beheaded for it. This text says, John had been saying to 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” Although 
Herod might have been content to just leave John in prison for a while, 
his wife by adultery, Herodias, had a grudge against him and wanted to 
put him to death. John was aware of the animosity of this powerful 
couple, yet he spoke the truth anyway. So, when the opportunity arose 
at Herod’s birthday party, Herod was trapped into choosing between the 
right thing with embarrassment or the wrong thing and saving face. He 
chose the wrong thing and ordered John’s head on a platter. 

John went to his death confessing Christ, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. He truly was a martyr because the Greek 
word martyr means, “witness.” John bore witness to Christ, even to the 
point of death. 

We too, are called upon to witness to Christ, as the world’s only 
Savior from sin and death. Although this is a beautiful truth, not 
everyone wants to hear it. In fact, many are threatened by the Gospel of 
the kingdom, which calls for repentance and baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. Like Herod and Herodias, they only hear the condemning law. 
They hear that they have sinned and should repent, and they do not 
want to hear that. Therefore, it is not easy to witness to Christ. It is why 
we often shy away from speaking the truth. 

But Jesus tells us to be His witnesses, to share our faith. Just before 
His ascension into heaven Jesus said, “you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Most likely 
we will not be called upon to give up our life. I cannot even remember 
the last time someone from Trinity was beheaded for confessing Christ. I 
am not, however, suggesting that being a witness is easy. You know it is 
not. Nevertheless, as with John the Baptist, the Lord is with us also when 
we share our faith. He gives us boldness. He gives us a message to share. 
He gives us words to speak. The power of the Holy Spirit has come on us, 
at our baptism, in the spoken Word, even as we read Scripture. So, be a 
martyr, confess Christ! 

 
Heavenly Father, You are able to strengthen and sustain those who 
confess the name of Christ, even in the face of death. Give us the 
boldness to confess His name and be His martyrs. Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The bold preaching and teaching of God’s Word, that the Holy Spirit might create and strengthen faith. 

• Christians everywhere to be given the courage to witness for Christ. 

• The persecuted church, everywhere in the world, that they be strengthen in faith and witness. 

• Communities where the coronavirus variants are emerging, that mitigation be successful. 
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