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Amos 7:7-15 

7 This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord 
was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, 
with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to 
me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb 
line.” Then the Lord said,  

  “Behold, I am setting a plumb line  
in the midst of my people Israel;  
I will never again pass by them;  

 9  the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,  
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid 

waste,  
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam 

with the sword.”  
10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to 

Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired 
against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The 
land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos 
has said,  

  “ ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,  
and Israel must go into exile  
away from his land.’ ”  

12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away 
to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and 
prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple 
of the kingdom.”  

14 Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I 
was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a 
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15 But the 
LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD 
said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 16 Now 
therefore hear the word of the LORD.  

  “You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel,  
and do not preach against the house of 

Isaac.’  

17 Therefore thus says the LORD:  

  “ ‘Your wife shall be a prostitute in the city,  
and your sons and your daughters shall fall by 

the sword,  
and your land shall be divided up with a 

measuring line;  
  you yourself shall die in an unclean land,  

and Israel shall surely go into exile away from 
its land.’ ” 

 

 
How Did I Get this Job? 

 
We have all had to do jobs we did not enjoy. I can think 

of many jobs assigned to me by my parents when I was a kid 
that I did not particularly enjoy. My dad would say something 
like, “we’re going to need that chicken coop cleaned out,” and 
I knew I was in for many hours of backbreaking, musty, dusty, 
smelly work. Or, my mom would say, “the garden needs 
attention,” and I knew it would be hours in the sun, with the 
bugs and mosquitos, bending over, pulling weeds. 

What comes to mind when you think of jobs you did not 
ask for or do not enjoy? Maybe you think of changing diapers, 
or cleaning toilets, or mopping floors, or doing laundry. Or 
maybe you think of jobs at work like, taking out the trash, or 
cleaning the machines, or talking to irate customers, or having 
one of those hard conversations with a coworker. Most likely 
we have all asked ourselves the question, “How did I get this 
job?” 

I think Amos asked this question. The Lord had sent him 
to the northern kingdom of Israel, during the time of the 
divided kingdom, when Jeroboam was king and Amaziah was 
the priest of Bethel. Amos was to deliver the message, 
“Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.” Rather than welcoming the words of the 
prophet, the priest told the king that Amos was conspiring 
against the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his 
words. He then told Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of 
Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, but never 
again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is 
a temple of the kingdom.” In other words, he was telling Amos, 
“Go somewhere else with your message, we do not want to 
hear it.” 

Amos’ reply was something like, “don’t blame me. I 
didn’t sign up for this. I am only doing what I was told.” 
According to the text, Then Amos answered and said to 
Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a 
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. But the Lord took me 
from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel.’ Amos would have preferred 
going back to his flock and his orchard. That was work he knew 
how to do; work that would be appreciated and rewarding. But 
instead, Amos was given a message to deliver to Israel, “Your 
wife shall be a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your 
daughters shall fall by the sword.” Not a job anyone would sign 
up for. 

However, Amos would also point the people to the 
promised Messiah and the restoration of the house of David. 
Words of law and condemnation are used by God to prepare 
the heart to hear the good news of forgiveness and salvation 
in Jesus. Thankfully, there are those given the job to speak. 

 
Heavenly Father, give us ears to hear Your Word, from those 
assigned to speak, even when we do not want to listen. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Please pray for: 

• Those who proclaim the Word, that we might follow the ways of the Lord. 

• Workers willing to take jobs many do not want to serve others. 

• Those who suffer from physical, emotional, or psychological afflictions, that they find peace in Jesus. 

• Effective strategies against the coronavirus and its variants. 
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