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Psalm 85:8-13 

8 Let me hear what God the LORD will 
speak,  

for he will speak peace to his 
people, to his saints;  

but let them not turn back to 
folly.  

 9  Surely his salvation is near to 
those who fear him,  

that glory may dwell in our 
land.  

 10  Steadfast love and faithfulness 
meet;  

righteousness and peace kiss 
each other.  

 11  Faithfulness springs up from the 
ground,  

and righteousness looks down 
from the sky.  

 12  Yes, the LORD will give what is 
good,  

and our land will yield its 
increase.  

 13  Righteousness will go before him  
and make his footsteps a way. 

 
 
Heaven Father, You have given us the 
way of righteousness, that we might 
follow. Help us to trust in Your 
steadfast love by looking to Jesus, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Following in Your Father’s Footsteps 

 
Do you remember when you were little, and you would try to follow 

your father through the snow? If the snow were deep, at least to you, you 
would try to step into the footstep your father already made. If he noticed 
what you were doing, he would make sure that his stride was not too long, 
so that you could keep in step with him. 

Following in your father’s footsteps is also an expression used when one 
repeats what one’s father did. This might mean following the same career 
path or developing the same hobbies, or even making the same mistakes. 
Although, generally, following in your father’s footsteps is considered a good 
thing. Parents are keenly aware that their children are prone to follow in 
their steps, so they are careful how and where they walk. 

In this Psalm, the Spirit says, Righteousness will go before him and make 
his footsteps a way. The “him” and “his” in this verse is God, our heavenly 
Father. His footsteps make a way for us. We are to follow in the footsteps of 
our Father. This is the way of righteousness. Consider these other words that 
go with righteousness. According to the psalm, Steadfast love and 
faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness 
springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
Steadfast love is the quality we find in God, whose love never fails. It implies 
compassion and mercy toward sinners, like us, who keep making the same 
mistakes and repeating the same sins. Our sinfulness does not diminish the 
love that is in God. faithfulness is that quality in God that means you can 
always count on His words to be true. He never goes back on His promises. 
He never speaks a falsehood or a deceptive word. We can rely on the 
Scriptures to be inerrant and efficacious. Righteousness is that quality in God 
that means His ways are always right. He does not make mistakes. His 
actions are always guided by wisdom and understanding, by compassion and 
love. Even when we do not understand why things happen as they do, we 
can be sure God is righteous and just. This quality of God is joined to peace, 
the characteristic in God that desires to be reconciled with all His creation. 
We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

These seem like pretty big shoes to fill; footsteps too hard to follow. 
How are we ever to follow in our Father’s footsteps? Look again at this 
Psalm, which says, Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will 
speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our 
land. The Lord our God speaks peace to us, His people, His saints. All our 
righteousness and peace, steadfast love and faithfulness, come as an 
endowment from Him. He has made us who we are. His Spirit is at work in all 
who believe. Even when we do not measure up, or keep up with His 
footsteps, we have a Savior who has taken our place in suffering and death. 
We have a Savior who was our Substitute under God’s righteous law and on 
His cross of justice. 

Glory does dwell in our land. It can be found wherever the name of the 
Lord is praised. The glory of the Lord is shared by Him with His people. We 
can follow in our Father’s footsteps because we have a Savior who carries us. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who proclaim the Word, that we might follow the ways of the Lord. 

• A productive growing season, that the hungry might be fed. 

• Travelers and vacationers that they might be renewed for their Christian vocations. 

• Effective strategies against the coronavirus and its variants. 
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