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Independence Day is a big deal to us Americans. I am not just talking 

about vacations and backyard barbeques, or fireworks and parades. We 

celebrate Independence Day because on July 4, 1776, the Continental 

Congress declared that the thirteen American colonies were no longer 

subject (and subordinate) to the monarch of Britain, King George III, and 

were now united, free, and independent states. We consider this date the 

beginning of our democracy and existence as an independent nation, 

called the United States of America. 

We love our country and so do hundreds of thousands of immigrants 

who come to our land every year. We love our freedom and the 

opportunities and prosperity it can bring. We love our ability to make 

choices and do what we want. We cherish the Declaration of 

Independence, which says in part,  

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

However, for the millions of Americans who have never 

known anything but freedom and democracy, I fear we easily take 

these treasures for granted. We have always had choices and 

opportunities. We have always had freedom and unalienable 

rights. The question I think we should wrestle with is, what should 

we do with our freedom? What should guide our choices and the 

exercise of our rights? 

How easy it is to forget the Creator who endowed us with 

these rights. How quickly we forget the Sovereign who has blessed 

our land with bounty. How sad it is, that we too often forget the 

One who gives us freedom from enemies more sinister than King 

George III, or Joseph Stalin, or Adolph Hitler. This Redeemer has 

given us freedom from the enemies of sin and death. Jesus said, 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will set you free (Jn. 8:31-32).” 

It is sad that so many have liberated themselves from the 

Word, which alone makes us truly free. Yes, we are free to make 

choices, and some choose to avoid the Word of God. This is like 

being freed from one trap, only to walk into another, more 

dangerous prison. How foolish to use our freedom to be free from 

the only One who can save us. How blessed we are, on the other 

hand, to have a God who can even free the enslaved, not from 

chains, but from eternal death. If the Son sets you free, you are 

free indeed! 
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