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Essential to our lives as Christians is worship. If there was one thing 

that caused anguish this past year, it was the challenges the pandemic put 

on worship. For a time, we were not able to gather at all. Then we could 

have public worship, but needed to distance ourselves from each other, 

wear masks, and examine every little detail to insure sanitation. There 

was, and still is, the option of worshiping online from the solitude of one’s 

own home. Everything we did and every effort we made, was to help the 

people of God worship the One who gave His life for us. But none of these 

measures were satisfying. So, if we learned one thing, it is the value of 

corporate worship to life as God’s people. 

We are so thankful that our worship has almost returned to normal. 

Only a couple of steps remain before we are back to where we used to be. 

One more step is communion at the altar rail and the availably of the 

common cup. This will happen next week, the first Sunday in July. The 

chalice will be available, only at the altar rail, along with the individual 

cups. At the rail, the pastor will distribute the host, then the assistant the 

individual cups, and then the pastor again, the common cup. 

The next step will be the reintroduction of the Contemporary Worship 

Service. This will begin the first Sunday in August. It will be at 9:30 in the 

church. Locating this service in the church will help with logistics. Set up 

and take down will not be the challenge it has been at other locations. 

Likewise, following the past year of isolation, we need the fellowship and 

interaction between the services in the Welcome Center more than ever. 

The whole congregation sharing the same worship space and crossing 

paths, we pray will give us this interaction and fellowship.  

Even though our goal is to return to normal, there will be a significant 

change. The worship times need to be adjusted to accommodate the 

additional worship opportunity. Therefore, the Sunday morning schedule, 

starting August 1 will be: 

 8:00 – Traditional worship 

 9:30 – Contemporary worship and Sunday School/Bible Class 

 11:00 – Traditional worship 

I am looking forward to this schedule change because it will give me 

the opportunity to greet people and have more time to transition from one 

service to the next. It will also give other worship leaders the time 

necessary to transition to the next service. We thank you for your 

willingness to make this adjustment. I am told, “this is the way we used to 

do it, years ago.” So, maybe this too is a “back to normal” adjustment. 

Please prepare for this change, mark your calendar, and pray God’s 

blessings on our time together in His house. 


