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As I sit here writing this Pastoral Epistle, it is early in the morning 

and the house is quiet. My wife is holding our four-day-old grandson, while 

his parents are getting some well needed sleep. This is their first child, 

and they are so excited. My daughter is a DCE (Director of Christian 

Education), focused on family and children’s ministry at their church. Not 

only has their whole lives changed, I am sure that her ministry will change 

also. What was more theoretical and academic, has now become practical 

and real. Even though my daughter is already good at her job, I bet she 

will be even better as she lives the life of a mother. 

Many thoughts come to my mind in the quiet of my daughter’s 

house. Our youngest just graduated from High School and is heading for 

college in a few weeks. Their first child was just born. Many memories of 

those days come back to my mind, as well as the thought that it wasn’t 

that long ago. Although, it was 37 years ago that we had our first baby. As 

babies go, not much has changed. They still do all the things they did 

years ago, and they need all the same things they needed then. What has 

changed is the baby products and gear available today. From baby 

monitors to high tech strollers, to car seats, to creams, wipes, diapers, 

swaddlers, you name it. We have learned that even the way babies sleep 

has changed. Year ago, you put them on their belly. That is not good. 

Then they were to be on their side. That is not good either. Now they are 

always to sleep on their back. Next, we will discover it is best if they sleep 

standing up. The one thing that hasn’t change over the years is that 

parents want the best for their children. 

Despite all the experts out there, the Creator of babies, all humans 

for that matter, knows best. The Bible may not have advice on caring for a 

newborn infant, but it does tell us what is needed for eternity. Our Lord 

instituted baptism so that little children could be brought into the 

kingdom of God. He went to the cross in sacrifice so that all sin, including 

original, inherited sin would be forgiven. He rose from the dead to open 

the way to eternal life for all who believe. 

If you are a parent, bring your children to baptism, Sunday School, 

and church. Give them something that is more valuable than all the other 

things our modern culture say is important. Yes, the modern baby does 

need all kinds of products and gear. But what he needs most is Jesus. He 

needs to know he has a Father in heaven who loves him. He needs earthly 

parents who nurture his faith and model the Christian life. He needs a 

solid foundation in the faith in this challenging world. 

No matter what your age or current vocation in life, be involved in 

family ministry, for the sake of your children, your grandchildren, the 

children of your church. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me.” 


