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John 15:1-8 

 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

 
 
Fruitful trees, the Spirit's sowing, 
 may we ripen and increase, 
fruit to life eternal growing, 
 rich in love and joy and peace. 
 
Laden branches freely bearing 
 gifts the Giver loves to bless; 
here is fruit that grows by sharing, 
 patience, kindness, gentleness. 
 
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, 
 Christ our pattern and our goal, 
teach us, as the years fly faster, 
 goodness, faith and self-control. 
 
Fruitful trees, the Spirit's tending, 
 may we grow till harvests cease; 
till we taste, in life unending, 
 heaven's love and joy and peace.* 

                                                             Amen. 
 
 
*Timothy Dudley-Smith, Words © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, 380 
S Main Pl, Carol Stream, IL 60188 

 
Bearing Much Fruit 

 
Jesus uses a beautiful metaphor in this text. We who live 

in south west Michigan understand the illustration of vines and 
branches and fruit production. Many of you have worked in 
your own vineyards or that of your parents or grandparents, 
planting, pruning, and harvesting the fruit of your labor. If not 
working with your own hands, you have seen it done or talked 
with others who know firsthand. At the very least, you have 
enjoyed the fruit of grape grower’s labor, in the form of edible 
grapes, juice, jellies, or wine. The same understanding would be 
found in Jesus’ hearers. 

In school chapel this past week, I talked about this 
passage. I explained about what it takes to get juicy, delicious 
grapes. I mentioned the roots, the trunk, the vine, the 
branches, and the fruit. The fruit grows off the branches, not 
the roots, trunk, or vine. In like manner, the fruit in the kingdom 
of God, enjoyed by those who are in the world, are harvested 
from the branches. Without the branches producing fruit there 
would be none to harvest. As God’s people, we are the ones to 
bear the fruit, that is a blessing to those we come in contact in 
our lives. 

Of course, we must be connected to Jesus, to produce 
fruit. Just like a branch draws all the water and nutrients it 
needs from the vine, all that we need come from Jesus. Apart 
from Him, we can do nothing. Additionally, the fruit is His, not 
ours. We are merely the instruments or conduits through which 
Jesus brings blessings to the world. To illustrate this in chapel, I 
brought in a garden hose. A garden hose does not supply water 
to the garden or flowerbeds. It is only a conduit that brings the 
water from the source to the plants. Unhook the hose from the 
spicket and the hose is worthless. 

When we are connected to Jesus, we draw love and 
forgiveness from Him. This nourishes our faith and gives us life. 
As we are nourished and sustained by Jesus’ love, we will 
produce the fruit of faith that blesses others. After all, the 
purpose of growing grapevines is to produce grapes. The 
purpose of our life in Christ is to produce fruit. This fruit is 
evidence that we are connected to the vine. By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples.  

How is the fruit production in your life? Do you abound in 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control? Are the people in your life blessed by 
the fruit of your Christian life? If not, examine your connection 
to Jesus, the true Vine. Jesus says, I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The fruit of the Spirit abound in the lives of God’s people. 

• Increased participation in Bible study, so that the fruit of the Spirit grow in the lives of Christians. 

• Mothers as they labor in love for their children and children that they might honor and love their mothers. 

• Relief from the coronavirus pandemic. 
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