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Acts 8:26-40 

 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to 

Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose 
and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28 and was returning, seated in his 
chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran 
to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet and asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit 
with him. 32 Now the passage of the 
Scripture that he was reading was this:  

  “Like a sheep he was led to 
the slaughter  

and like a lamb before its shearer is 
silent,  

so he opens not his mouth.  
 33  In his humiliation justice 

was denied him.  
Who can describe his generation?  
  For his life is taken away 

from the earth.”  
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 

whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him 
the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they 
were going along the road they came to 
some water, and the eunuch said, “See, 
here is water! What prevents me from 
being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the 
chariot to stop, and they both went down 
into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and 
he baptized him. 39 And when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he 
preached the gospel to all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea. 

 

 
Following the Lord’s Lead 

 
There are a lot of dogs and dog walkers in our neighborhood. I see 

them every day. Usually, it a single person with a single dog. Sometimes 
there will be one person with two dogs or two people with one dog or 
even two dogs and one person. The one thing that is consistent is that 
the dog is on one end of a leash and the person is on the other. 
Sometimes the dog is walking right next to the person as if he would 
not even need a lease. Most often, the dog is darting here and there, 
often straining at the lease, wanting to go off on his own. Regardless of 
the dog’s desires, the person is in charge and both dog and person end 
up going where the person wants to go. 

There seems to be a parallel with Philip in this text. I am not 
suggesting that he is just like a dog on a leash, but despite his 
independence and free will, he is being led by God. Consider how God 
controlled the situation from beginning to end. The text says, Now an 
angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” Philip goes along the 
road from Jerusalem to Gaza because the Lord directed him to do so. I 
do not think Philip would have made this trip on his own. There was no 
reason for him to leave Samaria. The road went through a desert place. 
As it turns out, he was not going anywhere on this road. The only 
purpose was the Lord’s—to meet up with this Ethiopian eunuch. 

I am convinced that the Lord also directed the conversation. I do 
not think it was accidental that the Ethiopian was reading a messianic 
text from Isaiah 53. Also, Philip was certainly inspired in his response 
and explanation. Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. Do you think Philip 
wondered afterward, “wow, where did all that come from?” 

On hearing the message of Jesus, the Ethiopian desired to be 
baptized in the name of the Triune God. And when they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. The Spirit, again led, even 
carried, Philip away. The Lord wanted Philip to go somewhere else, his 
work here was done. But the Spirit’s work through Philip was not done. 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached 
the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. The Spirit led 
Philip to Azotus because He desired that he should share the gospel of 
Jesus there. 

Where does the Lord lead you? Have you ever thought about how 
you might be where and with whom the Lord directed? Might the Lord 
also direct your conversations with others? Might the Lord be putting 
you in places and situations that enable you to tell about Jesus and 
share the gospel? As much as we might strain to break free of the Lord’s 
leading, we are going to be led where He wants us to go. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, lead us to the places and people You want us to go and 
direct our conversations so that we might testify to Jesus, who is the 
center of Scripture and the Savior of the world. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Open hearts and minds to recognize the opportunities the Lord gives to share our faith. 

• Seasonable weather that enables farmers and growers to plant and grow their crops. 

• The labor market, that sufficient workers be found and adequate wages be earned. 

• The advancement to a post-pandemic way of life. 
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