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Psalm 150 

 
Praise the LORD!  
  Praise God in his sanctuary;  

praise him in his mighty 
heavens!  

 2  Praise him for his mighty deeds;  
praise him according to his 

excellent greatness!  

 3  Praise him with trumpet sound;  
praise him with lute and harp!  

 4  Praise him with tambourine and 
dance;  

praise him with strings and 
pipe!  

 5  Praise him with sounding 
cymbals;  

praise him with loud clashing 
cymbals!  

 6  Let everything that has breath 
praise the LORD!  

  Praise the LORD! 
 
 
My soul rejoices, 
My spirit voices– 
sing the greatness of the Lord! 
For God my Savior 
has shown me favor– 
sing the greatness of the Lord! 
With praise and blessing, 
join in confessing 
God, who is solely 
mighty and holy– 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
His mercy surely 
shall rest securely 
on all who fear Him, 
love and revere Him– 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Amen. 

 
Sing the Greatness of the Lord! 

 
I am sure that this will not come as a surprise to any of you, but I am 

not all that musical. I like music. I admire those who have musical talent. I 
like to sing in church. But I do not possess those musical gifts. My first 
excursion into music was at St. Paul Lutheran School. In the 3rd or 4th grade 
we were introduced to the flutophone. It is shrill sounding plastic instrument 
that you blow into. That is about all I know. In around the 5th grade we were 
encouraged to play in the band. You could either buy an instrument or rent 
one. I was not allowed to take band because my parents said they couldn’t 
afford the instrument. Now that I look back on it, I think they were lying to 
me. They said the same thing when I wanted to take piano lessons. 
Somehow, they could afford to let my sister take piano lessons. Next time I 
talk to my dad, I think I will ask about this. Nevertheless, I never learned to 
play an instrument. But I do like to whistle. 

In this psalm and in many others, we are encouraged to praise the 
Lord with musical instruments. Mentioned here is the trumpet, lute, harp, 
tambourine, strings, pipe, and cymbals. Unfortunately, the only instrument I 
have ever played, the flutophone, is not mentioned. As I was researching this 
psalm I noted, in the Lutheran Study Bible, “Instruments listed here are given 
English names for ancient equivalents. Most have been identified through 
archaeological research. They probably did not have modern tuning 
capabilities that would allow them to accompany singing, so they surely 
would sound like a ‘joyful noise’”1 Based on this, it seems that I would have 
been able to play a musical instrument after all. 

Maybe there are others of you who can identify with us harmonically 
challenged individuals. I have good news for you. Keep reading the psalm to 
the very end. It concludes, Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 
You do not need an instrument as long as you have breath. The human voice 
is the most diverse, adaptable, and portable instrument known to man. The 
instrument that God created in each one of us can praise the Lord like no 
other. In fact, it is the only instrument that can convey God’s Word. All the 
other musical instruments support and enhance the voice, but only the voice 
can speak the saving message of the Gospel. As the psalm writer encourages, 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent 
greatness! The mighty deeds and excellent greatness of the Lord must be 
expressed with words. 

Does this mean I should join the choir? I tried that also. In grade 
school, there was no choice—we all had to be in choir and the choir had to 
accept us all. So, I was in. I did try out for the seminary choir and they 
suggested I spend that time studying Greek instead. 

But despite my ill-fated incursions into the music world, I have 
enjoyed singing in church. But even without music our voices can praise the 
Lord when we speak of His mighty deeds and excellent greatness. All of us 
can do this, whether in tune or not. We can tell of the greatness of the Lord. 
When we do, it is music in the Lord’s ears. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The music programs of the church, that people be inspired to participate and assist in worship. 

• The church that she may boldly proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

• Students who are being confirmed or graduating, that they might continue to grow in faith and life. 

• An end to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

 

 

 
1 Edward A. Engelbrecht, The Lutheran Study Bible (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2009), 994. 
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