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John 10:11-18 

 
11 I am the good 

shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. 12 He who is a 
hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own 
the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep 
and flees, and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters 
them. 13 He flees because he 
is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep. 14 I am 
the good shepherd. I know 
my own and my own know 
me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16 And I have 
other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 
17 For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down 
my life that I may take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority 
to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. 
This charge I have received 
from my Father.” 

 
 

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, 
You laid down Your life that 
we might be part of Your 
eternal fold; enable us to 
hear Your voice in faith and 
follow You. In Your holy name 
we pray. Amen. 

 
Our Good Shepherd 

 
When I was a student at Michigan State University, I was studying to be a large 

animal veterinarian.  When I ended up going into the ministry people would ask why I 
had not gone this route from the beginning.  I would usually say that caring for the 
four-legged sheep would be a lot easier that trying to shepherd the two-legged ones. 
It turns out this is true. Not because those with four legs are smarter, but because 
they are better at hearing and listening to the voice of their shepherd. 

The problem is there are many alternative voices to listen to out there. Jesus 
mentions the hired hand. The hireling is not a shepherd and does not own the sheep. 
Hirelings are those who speak with a deceptive voice. The hirelings of which Jesus 
speaks are those who vie for the sheep’s loyalty. They are not working for the 
Shepherd, nor are they serving the sheep, but they do want the sheep to follow them. 

False prophets, teachers, and guides are clamoring all around us. They speak 
and call to us with alluring and deceptive voices. Their voices can be heard in the 
media – television programming, radio talk shows, magazine articles, movie images, 
internet offerings. They call out to us in very convincing and seductive tones. Their 
speech is smooth and polished. Their articulations are loud and clear. Hidden 
between the lines is their message is, “do your own thing. Be your own man. Go for 
the gusto. Eat, drink and be merry. Don’t be a prude.” 

When the hirelings come in the form of advertisers or Hollywood image makers 
they know how to appeal to the flesh, natural man. What they know about you is how 
best to gain your curiosity, your interest, your money, your loyalty. These hirelings do 
not know us, have no relationship with us, and will not be there when danger comes. 

On the other hand, Jesus the Good Shepherd, knows us. Listen to the voice of 
the Shepherd, He knows you better than you know yourself. When He speaks in His 
Word He speaks as One whom you can trust. He created you. He stands beside you.  
He knows your thoughts, your worries, your fears, your anxieties, your joys, and your 
sorrows. Most importantly, He knows your greatest need. 

Unlike any other shepherd, Jesus cares for us and is willing to do whatever it 
takes to rescue us from danger. The greatest danger is that of perishing eternally 
because of our sin. He knows that we are vulnerable to the ravenous attacks of Satan. 
He knows that the world would entice us away from the safety of the fold. He knows 
how destructive the internal parasite of our own sinful nature. What our Shepherd 
has done for us is lay down His life in our place. When Jesus went to the cross, He was 
stepping in between us and the enemy and taking the full force of his rage. To the 
cross He nailed our sin. Under His foot he crushed the Serpent. Beside His Father He 
mediates on our behalf. Above the clouds He has prepared a place for us. And around 
us He encircles us with His love. 

How ironic that Jesus would speak of sheep and shepherd when referring to His 
relationship to us. Why did shepherds raise sheep in the biblical days? Many of them 
were for sacrifice so that the shepherd could be reconciled to God. In the case of 
Jesus, it is the Shepherd that is sacrificed that the sheep may be reconciled to God. In 
fact, the Shepherd has become the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

Listen to the voice of the Shepherd He cares for you in a way no one else can or 
ever would.  He calls your name, not because He is interested in your money or your 
loyalty or your praise, but because He is interested in your soul.  He wants you to have 
all the blessings He died to give – forgiveness, life, and salvation.   

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are deceived by dishonest and misguided voices, that they hear the Lord’s voice and follow Him. 

• Young men and women of our congregation and community in this season of Confirmations and Graduations. 

• Our state and community leaders who are working to inform and protect our people from the pandemic. 

• The effective use and distribution the coronavirus vaccine. 
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