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Easter Sunday, the celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead, 

is the most important day on the calendar. This is because the day Christ 

rose from the dead, is the most important day in all of history. On that 

day all that would separate us from an eternity with God in heaven has 

been removed. All our sin is forgiven. All our enemies are defeated. All 

the separation and hostilities between God and us are removed. The way 

to everlasting life has been opened and we are promised an inheritance 

that is greater than the world has never seen or can imagine. 

St. Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 15, For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the Scriptures (3-4). To Paul, and to all 

who confess Christ as Lord and Savior, this is of “first importance.” In 

fact, it is of first importance to every person who has ever lived, whether 

they know it or believe it or not. The Scriptural truth is, without faith in 

Christ, in His death and resurrection, there is no salvation. Without Christ, 

a person will perish. 

In this same chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul goes on to reason, For if 

the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we 

have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied (16-19). 

There are many in our world who do not believe there is life after death. 

They do not believe in a resurrection, not for Christ or for anyone else. If 

they are right, all of life is futile. Certainly, putting one’s trust in Christ 

would be a vain endeavor if there is no resurrection from the dead. On the 

other hand, if there is a resurrection from the dead, those who have 

rejected Christ will meet a fate worse than futility and those who trust in 

Him will recieve Paradise. 

As logical as this previous paragraph may be, we do not put our hope 

in Christ to hedge our bets. Hope in the resurrection does not grow out of 

optimism or wishful thinking. Our faith in Christ and His resurrection rests 

on historical evidence. Paul tells us, he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then 

he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one 

untimely born, he appeared also to me (5-8). The eyewitness testimony, 

following the Scriptural prophesies concerning the resurrection of God’s 

Messiah, is conclusive. To deny the hard facts, is not only foolish, but also 

fatal. Accepting the evidence is not only logical, but also life-giving. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 


