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 It has been a privilege for me to teach in Africa and to get to know 

the men who are studying to be pastors. Their commitment to the Lord 

and His work is humbling. It is at great cost and hardship that  most of 

these men follow the noble calling of serving the Lord and His church. 

When they graduate from the seminary most are placed into situations 

where there is only a struggling group of Christians wanting a pastor to 

preach the Word and administer the sacraments to them. The pay is 

nominal, if at all, and conditions are sometimes dangerous. This is the 

situation for one of my students—Jonah. 

I taught Jonah in Yambio, South Sudan a few years ago and then 

again in Pretoria, South Africa in 2019. Jonah and I have had a 

connection over the years, through email and Facebook, because he is 

a very bright, energetic, and committed man. He is being ordained at 

the end of March and will be serving on behalf of the Lutheran Church 

in Nuba Mountain, Sudan. He will be working to organize a 

congregation and start a Lutheran school. He will not have an 

established congregation to work from, nor money to work with. He 

will have to raise funds on his own and gather people together who 

want to worship, grow in the faith, and reach the community through 

school ministry. 

Currently, Jonah is building a house (we would call it a grass hut) 

and planning to get married. Unmarried pastors are ineffective in 

ministry because a man who is single is viewed as immature and 

irresponsible. Trinity recently sent him some money so that he could 

buy 6 cows to be used as the bride price for his soon to be wife. Soon 

after ordination, he will be able to get married and begin ministry in 

Nuba Mountain. 

This past week our Church Council approved a proposal that adopts 

Jonah and his mission work, as a mission project of our congregation. 

He has developed a plan for his work in Nuba Mountain which includes 

beginning with a school. His estimated annual budget for this plan is 

$54,000 US. This will cover the salary of 4 teachers, 1 pastor, 3 cooks, 

2 security guards, food, and educational supplies. Instruction will take 

place in huts constructed by volunteers and in the open air. He is 

confident that the school will attract Christians who are in the area, 

but also Muslims and shamanists who desire a value based education for 

their children.  

I am excited that Trinity will be supporting Jonah’s work. I have a 

great deal of confidence in him and the work he is doing is so greatly 

needed and desired. To contribute write your check to Trinity Lutheran 

Church with “Sudan Mission” in the memo line. God bless you! 


