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James 1:12-18 

 
12 Blessed is the man who remains 

steadfast under trial, for when he has stood 
the test he will receive the crown of life, which 
God has promised to those who love him. 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no 
one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death.  

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his 
own will he brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of 
his creatures. 

 
 

Our Father in heaven, lead us not into 
temptation, but give us the faith and strength, 
by Your Spirit, to stand against all trials, and 
by the grace of Jesus lean on His forgiving 
mercy. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Lead Us Not Into Temptation 

 
Temptation is a topic that most of us know quite a bit about. 

Temptations are a daily struggle in the Christian life. They are also 
very personal. What tempts me may not tempt you and what tempts 
you may not tempt me. Nevertheless, there is a enough and varied 
temptations out there that everyone must fight against it.  

As it happened, this topic was discussed yesterday in our Son-
risers Bible class. Specifically, we were talking about the temptation 
of Jesus in the wilderness and how real those temptations were, 
given the fact that He was the sinless Son of God. The Bible is very 
clear that Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness. These 
spiritual attacks were not pretend or for show. Satan gave it his all in 
trying to prevent Jesus from carrying out His saving mission for the 
world. The writer to the Hebrews tells us, For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let 
us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need (4:15-16). In 
every respect, with just as much and even more intensity, Jesus was 
tempted to sin. He can understand and help us in our temptations. 

In our discussion, the questions arose, at what point in the 
temptation does sin occur? Clearly it is not a sin to be tempted. Jesus 
was tempted but did not sin. We do not always have control over 
temptations; we cannot prevent them from coming. It is like Luther 
said, “You cannot keep birds from flying over your head 
but you can keep them from building a nest in your hair.” It is 
tempting to see cookies in the cookie jar, but that is not a sin. It only 
becomes a sin when we steal a cookie from the cookie jar when our 
mothers told us not to. 

James says in this text, But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death. Temptation occurs at the point of our sinful desires. There is 
the problem. We have a sinful nature and sinful desires. Temptation 
is the way Satan, the world and our flesh try to exploit those desires. 
You can see the process at work. If when temptations come we allow 
them to incite our desires, then sin has begun, even when we do not 
act upon them. As Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall not commit adultery.’  But I say to you that everyone who looks 
at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart (Matt. 5:27-28).” 

At the first sign of temptation we should do as Jesus did in the 
wilderness—turn to the Word. In the Word we are taught right from 
wrong, are strengthened in our resolve, and equipped to fight 
against temptation. We also have the Lord Jesus who sympathizes 
with us in our weaknesses and can help us in time of need. By the 
grace of God, He is also there with His mercy to forgive. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are assaulted by the temptations Satan brings, that they remain strong in the faith. 

• Those who hold positions of power and influence in our world, that they exercise these gifts for good. 

• Doctors and nurses who are frontline workers against pandemic and disease. 

• The widespread use and effectiveness of the coronavirus vaccine. 
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