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Acts 1:15-26 

 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the 

brothers (the company of persons was in all about 
120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by 
the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a 
guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in 
this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with 
the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong 
he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called 
in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,  

  “ ‘May his camp become desolate,  
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;  
and  
  “ ‘Let another take his office.’  
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us 

during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 
these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and 
Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these 
two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots 
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was 
numbered with the eleven apostles.  

 
 
 

Heavenly Father, You have chosen us, by grace, to be 
Your disciples. Help us to use whatever time, talent 
or treasure You have give us, to serve You. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Just Showing Up 

 
I have always liked the quote by Woody Allen, "80 percent 

of success is just showing up." I believe this to be true. 
Showing up means doing the best you can. It means giving it a 
try. It means taking responsibility. The person you want on 
your team is not always the smartest guy in the room. You 
want the guy or gal who you know will be in the room. You 
want the person who will be next to you in the trenches, the 
person who will have your back. You want an ally, not a 
competitor. You want someone who is secure in who they are, 
weaknesses, shortcomings and all, not someone who is always 
trying to prove themselves. 

This is Matthias. February 24, is the day on the church 
calendar devoted to Matthias, the man who replaced Judas, as 
one of the Twelve. Jesus had called 12 men to be His Apostles. 
These 12 represented the New Testament Church as the 12 
patriarchs (sons of Jacob/Israel) represented the Old 
Testament Church. When Judas betrayed Jesus and then hung 
himself, Peter stood up with the 120 followers of Jesus and 
proposed that a replacement be found. His justification was Ps. 
101:8, “Let another take his office.” 

If there were at least 120 in this gathering, who should be 
chosen to fill the roll of the twelfth Apostle? The criteria was 
specific. “So one of the men who have accompanied us during 
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 
was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us 
a witness to his resurrection.” To qualify this man needed to 
have been with Jesus during His entire earthly ministry, from 
His baptism to His ascension. Simply put, this man needed to 
be someone who was there. Someone who showed up. He did 
not have to have any outstanding qualifications, an impressive 
resume, or unique skills. If he were willing to show up, be 
present, and do the best he could, God would do the rest. 

There were two men that fit the bill. The choice was left 
up to God. They cast lots and the lot fell on Matthias. God 
chose Matthias. We don’t know anything more about him than 
that. We know nothing for sure of him before or after this text. 
Yet, he was chosen by God for a purpose. 

For most of us, we can identify with Matthias. We don’t 
bring any special skills or abilities to the table. We aren’t the 
first choice. We won’t make a name for ourselves or leave a 
mark. But if we just show up, God will do the rest. He will use 
us as He sees fit. That is good enough for me! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who serve, quietly and often unrecognized, in our churches and community, for the good of others. 

• Police, firefighters, and military personnel who risk life and limb to serve the common good. 

• Doctors and nurses who are frontline workers against pandemic and disease. 

• The cessation of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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