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Genesis 22:1-18 

 
After these things God tested Abraham and said 

to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 
which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship 
and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 
son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham 
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.  

9 When they came to the place of which God had 
told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham 
reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught 
in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, 
“The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”  

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a 
second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 
gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.”  

 

 
The Lord Will Provide 

 
Who is your provider? Unlike much of the world, most 

of us do not worry about how we will get by. We have a 
place to live, clothes to wear, food to eat, medical care, and 
all the other amenities of the first world. There may have 
been times in our lives when we didn’t have much, or 
wished we had more, but for the most part our needs were 
provided. 

But these  needs are, for the most part, economical. 
Who is your provider when it comes to emotional support? 
Who encourages you, listens to you, advises you, counsels 
you and provides the intangible support you need? Again, 
most people have a support network or system in the form 
of family, friends, fellow church members or confidants. 

Where any of our needs are lacking, we may look to 
government or social service agencies to provide support. 
We live in a country that has the luxury of creating a safety 
net of support. For the economically depressed, there are 
assistance programs. For the endangered, there are law 
enforcement agencies and a criminal justice system. For 
emergencies, there are firefighters and first responders. For 
the threatened, there is the military and Homeland Security. 

When one thinks about it, none of us are completely 
self-sufficient. We all depend on others, either individually 
or collectively, for support and provision. But what about 
matters spiritual?  Who will provide you with peace with 
God? Who will provide you with forgiveness? Hope? 
Salvation? Who will provide an eternity with God? 

When Abraham and Isaac were ascending the mountain 
to make a sacrifice to God, Isaac asked the all important 
questions, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” Was Isaac getting worried? 
Probably not. I suspect he trusted his father Abraham to 
provide the sacrifice, to have a plan. Abraham’s answer was 
either diversionary or one of faith. Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” I 
believe it was one of faith. God always provides, even if it is 
not what or how one expects. 

After Abraham was given a substitute lamb for sacrifice, 
in place of his son, he named the place “The Lord will 
provide.” Moses, the writer of Genesis, comments, “as it is 
said to this day.” This location was noted by God’s people as 
a significant site. It was later that we called this place Mt. 
Calvary, the place where Jesus, the Lamb of God, was 
sacrificed on the altar of the cross. The Lord has provided! 

 
Heavenly Father, on the cross You provided for our salvation. 
Help us to rejoice in this salvation and declare Your name in 
our day. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who struggle to have the basic necessities of life, that the Lord would provide. 

• Those who struggle with health concerns, that they be cared for and given healing from the Lord. 

• Christian congregations who provide spiritual care and hope to the community. 

• The cessation of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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