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 This is the time of year when people are thinking about Florida. 

Going to some place warm and sunny does sound appealing. After all, 

how much more snow are we going to get? But if you live in Michigan 

you know that snow is part of life. What could be prettier than a fresh 

layer of snow on the trees and the ground? I really don’t mind the 

snow. I know it isn’t going to last all year. If you are kid, or a teacher, I 

am sure a snow day once in a while is welcomed. If you are a skier or 

like sledding, these days are great. Some like to snowmobile or ice 

fish—they are in their glory. 

Rather than grumble and complain about the snow and the cold, 

we could accept it as part of life in Michigan and enjoy it the best we 

can. The prophet Isaiah mentions snow in chapter 55. 

 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven  

and do not return there but water the earth,  

 making it bring forth and sprout,  

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  

 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  

it shall not return to me empty,  

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. (Is. 55:10-11) 

 

God sends the rain and the snow for a purpose—to water the earth 

that it bring forth seed and bread. Farmers will tell you of the 

agricultural benefits of snow. I provides needed moisture to the soil. As 

it blankets the fields it raises the temperature of the soil and protects 

winter wheat. It also traps dissolved organic nitrogen, nitrate and 

ammonium from the atmosphere into the soil. Even gray clouds can 

have a silver lining. 

Isaiah’s point, however, is not ecological; it is spiritual. God’s Word 

also comes down from heaven to accomplish the purpose for which 

God’s sends it. Whenever we hear and read His Word, God does His 

intended work. He strengths our faith and assure us that our sins are 

forgiven. We need this. We may not always see an immediate benefit 

in this Word, but like snow that blesses the fields in the winter with 

abundant crops the following fall, God’s Word will have a net benefit in 

our faith and life.  

If the snow traps you inside during these long and cold weeks, 

maybe it is a good time to dig into the Word. Let it fall down on you as 

the snow, covering you in a blanket of God’s love and forgiveness. Let 

it bring life sustaining nourishment to your soul.  


