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Mark 9:2-9 

 
2 And after six days Jesus 

took with him Peter and James 
and John, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before 
them, 3 and his clothes became 
radiant, intensely white, as no 
one on earth could bleach them. 
4 And there appeared to them 
Elijah with Moses, and they 
were talking with Jesus. 5 And 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for you 
and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” 6 For he did not know 
what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7 And a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a 
voice came out of the cloud, 
“This is my beloved Son; listen 
to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking 
around, they no longer saw 
anyone with them but Jesus 
only.  

9 And as they were coming 
down the mountain, he charged 
them to tell no one what they 
had seen, until the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. 

 
 
Heavenly Father, help us to 
listen to the words of Jesus and 
apply them to our faith and life. 
Then, give us words to speak in 
His name. Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
Listen to Him 

 
We all know the difference between hearing and listening. I can recall, as a 

kid, hearing my mother say, “Do you hear me?” It was usually said with a stern 
tone. What she was saying was, “I am telling you something I don’t want you to 
forget and furthermore, I want you to not only remember my words, but also act 
accordingly.” I am sure I am not the only kid who received those verbal warnings 
from a parent. I am also sure I am not the only husband who has been accused of 
not listening. My advice as a husband, when your wife accuses you of not listening, 
never say, “what do you mean, I heard every word you said.” To that she might 
say, “then tell me what I just said.” With that, you’re sunk. 

Just because you hear sounds coming from another person’s mouth does not 
mean you are listening to what they have to say. Just because you could repeat 
back to a person the words you heard them speak does not mean you are listening 
with interest and understanding. Hearing is physiological. Listening is emotional. 
Hearing is passive. Listening is active. Hearing is physical. Listening is mental. I hear 
sounds, but I listen for meaning and understanding. 

When the disciples were with Jesus on the Mt. of Transfiguration, there was 
some listening and some hearing. We are told that Jesus, Elijah and Moses were 
talking with each other. They were listening to one another. Peter, James, and John 
saw and heard them talking, but evidently were not listening. Instead, Peter 
decided to talk. The problem we all have is we can’t really listen when we are 
talking or wanting to talk. Had Peter been listening he would not have blurted out, 
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.” 

I suppose a person’s emotional state might influence whether or not they are 
listening, or just hearing. This text tells us Peter spoke from fear and anxiety. It 
says, he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. A wiser approach would 
have been for Peter to just listen and take in the experience and let Jesus interpret 
it for him. But, this was not Peter’s way, and usually not ours either. The wise 
words were spoken by the heavenly Father. A cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 

God the Father instructed the disciples to listen to Jesus. Jesus would have 
much more to teach them. He would speak of His coming passion and crucifixion. 
He would speak of His resurrection and the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation. 
He would speak of their role as disciples in the kingdom of God. He would speak of 
His return on the Last Day and the coming of an eternal kingdom in heaven. So 
important were all these words of Jesus, God did not want them to miss any of 
them. 

The disciples were not yet ready to speak. They needed first to listen. Mark 
writes, as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one 
what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. Not until after 
the resurrection, after they had done some more listening, when they were fully 
informed, were they to speak of that they had heard and seen. 

Are there any lesson here for us? The words of wisdom spoken by the Father 
are also spoken to us—listen to Him! Don’t just hear the words of Scripture, the 
words of Jesus, listen to them. Ask yourself, “What is God saying to me? How can I 
apply these words to my life? What is it that He wants me to believe? What would 
He have me to do?” After listening to Jesus, then we may speak and speak we 
must. First listen to Jesus and then, tell others what you hear! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Christians and non-Christian alike, that they might listen to the words of Jesus. 

• Boldness for God’s people to speak words of truth and grace. 

• Those who serve our church in ministry and leadership, that they be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

• The widespread use and effectiveness of the coronavirus vaccine. 
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