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2 Cor. 3:12 – 4:6 

 
12 Since we have such a hope, we are very 

bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face so that the Israelites might not 
gaze at the outcome of what was being brought 
to an end. 14 But their minds were hardened. For 
to this day, when they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains unlifted, because only 
through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day 
whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their 
hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the 
veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit.  

4 Therefore, having this ministry by the 
mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we 
have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. 
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with 
God’s word, but by the open statement of the 
truth we would commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And 
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 
 

Lord Jesus, You are our light and our salvation. 
Shine in and through us that Your name is 
glorified and many come to know You. For You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Let There Be Light 

 
Having a power outage during the daylight hours is a huge 

inconvenience to say the least.  You cannot run the electric stove; 
the refrigerator and freezer shut down.  The furnace does not run 
and heat the house.  You cannot watch TV or listen to electric 
radio.  Your computer is shut down and the toaster does not work.  
To name a few of the problems.  However when the power is off 
and nighttime comes you really feel the struggle.  The darkness 
settles in and a few candles and a flashlight do very little.  What 
you feel is thick darkness.  Have you ever experienced thick 
darkness?  Have you ever gone into northern Michigan, away from 
the city, away from houses, away from streetlights or yard lights?  
Have you ever been where it is totally dark, even the light of the 
moon is covered by thick clouds? 

The thick darkness, of which the Scriptures often speaks, is 
not the physical darkness of a power outage or the blackness of 
night.  It is the spiritual condition of people separated from God.  If 
God is the only source of pure light and the people hide 
themselves from Him, they are in utter darkness.  Imagine yourself 
in a deep coalmine, hundreds of feet beneath the surface when 
the lights go out.  That is what it is like to live without God.  This is 
the condition of an unbelieving world. 

In this text, Paul is talking about his ministry of proclaiming 
Christ. Where Christ is proclaimed, there is light. He says, For what 
we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. Wherever Christ is proclaimed there is light. 

The prophet Isaiah calls on us to “arise and shine,” because 
the glory of the Lord has arisen upon us.  As God’s people we soak 
up the light.  This we can do because Jesus, the Light of the world, 
endured the darkness of our sin and death.  When Jesus took on 
the world’s sins – every person’s sickness, sorrow and shame – He 
was plunged into the darkness of the cross and judgment of God.  
Literally, for three hours while Jesus suffered the judgment of hell 
on the cross, it was completely dark.  As He buried our sin in the 
depths of His own soul the world sat in darkness.  But three days 
later, when Christ rose from the dead, the light again burst forth in 
glory. 

Now we have every reason to shine.  Our Light has come.  He 
entered the world, as promised.  He carried our sin and shame, as 
promised.  He defeated the darkness of sin and Satan and death, 
as promised.  Christ is the Light that no darkness can hide and He 
shine in our hearts giving us faith and life and hope.  Jesus said that 
we are to let our lights shine.  We are to be lights in the world.  We 
are reflect the light of Christ in our life to the world.   

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who live in spiritual darkness, that they come to know Christ, the Light of the world. 

• Those who work to keep our lights on, our water flowing, and our homes heated. 

• Those who serve our church in ministry and leadership, that they be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

• The widespread use and effectiveness of the coronavirus vaccine. 
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