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Joel 2:12-19 

 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD,  
“return to me with all your heart,  

  with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning;  

13  and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.”  

  Return to the LORD your God,  
for he is gracious and merciful,  

  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love;  

and he relents over disaster.  
14  Who knows whether he will not turn and 

relent,  
and leave a blessing behind him,  

  a grain offering and a drink offering  
for the LORD your God?  

15  Blow the trumpet in Zion;  
consecrate a fast;  

  call a solemn assembly;  
16  gather the people.  
  Consecrate the congregation;  

assemble the elders;  
  gather the children,  

even nursing infants.  
  Let the bridegroom leave his room,  

and the bride her chamber.  

17  Between the vestibule and the altar  
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 

weep  
  and say, “Spare your people, O LORD,  

and make not your heritage a reproach,  
a byword among the nations.  

  Why should they say among the peoples,  
‘Where is their God?’ ”  

18  Then the LORD became jealous for his land  
and had pity on his people.  

19  The LORD answered and said to his people,  
  “Behold, I am sending to you  

grain, wine, and oil,  
and you will be satisfied;  

  and I will no more make you  
a reproach among the nations.  

 

 
Return to the Lord 

 
As we are currently hunkered down in our houses under 

blankets of snow, we might be looking forward to the days 
ahead. Not being from Pennsylvania, I do not pay much 
attention to the ground hog who tells us how much more 
winter there will be. Instead, I look forward to the return of 
migratory birds. I look to the skies in hopes of seeing ducks and 
geese flying north. Or I look around the yard for robins, 
sparrows, warblers or hummingbirds. When certain birds 
return from their warmer wintering grounds, you know better 
weather is on its way. 

I think there might be something to learn from our 
feathered friends. I would like to consider at least 2 points. 
One is that their return is a good sign, that brings hope and joy 
to the heart. The second is that they travel in flocks. When 
birds return, they do not do some by themselves. 

Could these points also be made in this prophecy of 
Joel? Through the prophet Joel, the Lord is urging His people 
to return to Him. The prophet writes, “return to me with all 
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  
and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the 
Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love. The people had wandered 
away from the Lord through idolatry and disobedience. The 
Lord is threatening a disaster, which would eventually be the 
Assyrian invasion. He is calling them to return, that He might 
forgive and relent from sending the disaster. 

Notice that their return would bring blessings from the 
Lord. So it is when we repent and return to the Lord. He is 
gracious and merciful and forgives our sins for the sake of 
Christ, who paid the price on the cross. God has relented of 
the disaster that would befall us in the eternal judgment. 
Because that penalty fell on Christ, we are spared. 

Note also that repentance and returning in a collective 
thing. Joel says, Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly;  gather the people. Consecrate the 
congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even 
nursing infants.  Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the 
bride her chamber. The Lord calls all to return, from every 
station and situation of life. So it is also in the church today; 
we are not individuals, we are part of the body of Christ. The 
collective repentance and congregating of God’s people is a 
witness to the nations. When the church is divided and 
scattered it is a reproach among the nations. The world is 
watching. 

Let us return, together as a congregation, in our 
worship, devotion and service to the Lord. 

 
Gracious and merciful Lord, bring us back to You in true 
repentance and faith, that we might be a witness to your 
forgiveness and love to the nations. Through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Please pray for: 

• Those who struggle to manage the economic challenges of winter, and life in general. 

• Those who work in public safety, that they be protected and encouraged in their duties. 

• The leadership of our congregation, that they be guided by the Spirit in their service to us all. 

• Those who are receiving vaccinations for COVID-19, that they remain healthy. 
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