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2 Kings 2:1-12 

 
Now when the Lord was about to take 

Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the 
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they went down 
to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who 
were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will 
take away your master from over you?” And 
he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”  

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay 
here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But 
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were 
at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the Lord will take 
away your master from over you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”  

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, 
for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But 
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 
went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the 
prophets also went and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his 
cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, 
and the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, till the two of them could go over 
on dry ground.  

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I 
am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please 
let there be a double portion of your spirit on 
me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard 
thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do 
not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they 
still went on and talked, behold, chariots of 
fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My 
father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” And he saw him no more.  

 

 
Who is Your Mentor? 

 
How would you answer the above question? Who has been 

most influential to you in your career? Your community 
involvement? Your role as a parent, a spouse or a sibling? In your 
faith journey? No man is an island. We interact with each other and 
are influenced by one another. Sometimes those interactions and 
influences are profound. 

When you read biographies or study history, you discover that 
famous, influential people often attribute their success or 
achievements to a mentor. Consider the interesting combination of 
mentor-mentees, a quick search on the internet reveals.  

Steve Jobs mentoring Mark Zuckerberg 
Maya Angelou mentoring Oprah Winfrey 
Warren Buffett mentoring Bill Gates 
Socrates mentoring Plato 
Plato mentoring Aristotle 
Gopal Krishna Gokale mentoring Mahatma Gandhi 
Mahatma Gandhi mentoring Nelson Mandela 
Michelle Robinson mentoring Barack Obama 
I have always liked the illustration of a turtle balanced on the 

top of a fence post. When you see such a thing you know he didn’t 
get there by himself. The point is, there is no one who gets where 
they are by themselves. They have people in their lives who have 
helped them, nurtured them, guided them, mentored them. 

One of the greatest mentor-mentee relationships of all time, 
with the exception of Jesus and His disciples, is Elijah and Elisha. 
Note a couple of things in this text. Elisha travelled with Elijah from 
place to place, even when Elijah discouraged him. Even though 
Elijah’s ministry was drawing to a close and his life on earth nearly 
done, Elisha wanted to stay with him to the end. There is always 
more to learn. But, most importantly, what Elisha desired was a 
double portion of his spirit. Elisha realized that the most valuable 
quality, the most treasured gift, Elijah could give was the Spirit of 
God. Elisha wanted to be blessed and guided by Elijah’s God. 

How about you? Who can be a blessing to you in your life of 
faith? Who is most influential to you in your growth of faith and 
service in God’s kingdom? Consider developing a relationship with 
someone who will bless you in the faith. One of the reasons I have 
been involved with our Michigan District, the Seminary and the 
Synod, over the years, is because I believe getting to know and work 
with leaders, and men and women of faith, will be a positive, 
Christian influence on me. I need the company of those who are 
enlivened by God’s Spirit.  

In addition to the relationship you have with a mentor, you 
might also be a mentor to another. Elisha did receive a double 
portion of Elijah’s spirit and was a blessing to Israel. 

 
O Holy Spirit, fill us with faith and hope and love, that we might bless 
others with our Christian life. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who work in the winter weather to keep our streets clear and our heat on. 

• Parents who nurture and care for their children, that they might also be Christian role models to them. 

• The leadership of our congregation, that they be guided by the Spirit in their service to us all. 

• The distribution and use of the coronavirus vaccine around the world. 
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