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Psalm 50:1-6 

The Mighty One, God the LORD,  
speaks and summons the 

earth  
from the rising of the sun to 

its setting.  
 2  Out of Zion, the perfection of 

beauty,  
God shines forth.  

 3  Our God comes; he does not 
keep silence;  

before him is a devouring 
fire,  

around him a mighty 
tempest.  

 4  He calls to the heavens above  
and to the earth, that he 

may judge his people:  
 5  “Gather to me my faithful 

ones,  
who made a covenant with 

me by sacrifice!”  
 6  The heavens declare his 

righteousness,  
for God himself is judge! 

Selah  
 
Heavenly Father, You are the Judge of 
all mankind and according to Your 
law we are guilty and deserving of 
death. But by the sacrifice of Your Son 
we have been set free. Enable us to 
trust in Him and rejoice in our 
salvation. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
God Himself is Judge 

 
I think being a judge would be one of the most difficult jobs. A judge 

needs to have a flawless command of the law. He needs to know all the 
proceedings and procedures of the legal system. He needs to listen to all the 
arguments that are being made. He needs to discern truth from falsehood. He 
needs to determine guilt and innocence. He needs to render a verdict he 
considers fair and just. All of this with the realization that a person’s life is in 
his hand. When he hands down a verdict it will change someone’s life. Half 
the people will agree with his verdict and half will not. Some will praise him, 
others will want to hang him. He will also have to live with himself. From time 
to time, he will have self-doubt. He will agonize over decisions and second 
guess himself. He will be haunted by the criminal he set free, and worse, by 
the innocent man he locked up. 

I am a trained reconciler for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and 
just over a year ago, I served on a panel to determine whether or not a pastor 
should remain on the roster of the Synod. As a panel member, I read reams of 
paper, both for and against. Documentary evidence can be confusing—who 
knew what and when did they know it. We also listened to hours of 
testimony, both for and against. Our hearing panel needed to weigh all the 
evidence, discuss it among ourselves and arrive at a unanimous decision. In 
the end, like so many civil or criminal cases that my come before a judge or a 
jury, it was as judgment call. I pray we made the right decision. 

In this text, we are told God Himself is judge! Unlike human judges, God 
is the ultimate and absolute Judge. He has perfect insight and discernment. 
He knows what is true and what is not. He knows who is righteous and who is 
not. He knows what sentence is fair and just and suitable and what is not. He 
also has the authority and ability to carry out His verdict, because He is the 
Mighty One, God the Lord. He is a devouring fire, around him a mighty 
tempest. We dare not assume that this Judge cannot enforce His laws. 

We should also be aware that He summons all of creation to testify. The 
psalm says, He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge 
his people. In the end, it will not be a judgment call on His part, for He will 
know exactly who is guilty. He alone is righteous, for the heavens declare his 
righteousness.  

So, where do we stand? Do you really need to ask? We know, from our 
conscience, that we are guilty as we stand before the Lord. The Bible is 
speaking about us when it says, “None is righteous, no, not one; no one 
understands; no one seeks for God.  All have turned aside; together they have 
become worthless; no one does good, not even one (Rom. 3:10-12).” 

But wait, the verdict is not yet in. There is one more thing. Paul 
continues in Romans 3, But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus (21-24). 

The Judge Himself, offered up His own Son, the guiltless for the guilty, 
to take our place under the judgment of the law. The penalty has been paid, 
we are acquitted! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who serve in our legal system that they exercise righteousness and honesty in all things. 

• Teachers, staff and students in schools everywhere, that they be healthy in body and mind. 

• Those who serve in the healthcare field that they be sustained during long and exhausting hours. 

• The distribution and use of the coronavirus vaccine around the world. 
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