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The following is learned from the History channel’s website: 

”On February 14, around the year 270 A.D., Valentine, a holy priest in 

Rome in the days of Emperor Claudius II, was executed. 

“Under the rule of Claudius the Cruel, Rome was involved in many 

unpopular and bloody campaigns. The emperor had to maintain a strong 

army, but was having a difficult time getting soldiers to join his military 

leagues. Claudius believed that Roman men were unwilling to join the 

army because of their strong attachment to their wives and families. 

“To get rid of the problem, Claudius banned all marriages and 

engagements in Rome. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, 

defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in 

secret. 

“When Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he 

be put to death. Valentine was arrested and dragged before the Prefect of 

Rome, who condemned him to be beaten to death with clubs and to have 

his head cut off. The sentence was carried out on February 14, on or about 

the year 270.” 

Most likely you are not thinking of beating and beheading when you 

give or receive a Valentine card or a box of chocolates. Our modern 

culture and the greeting card companies, would rather not think about 

such things. However, history is full of men and women who suffered and 

died for the faith. Jesus tells us, “If you were of the world, the world 

would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the 

word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you (Jn. 15:19-20).” 

It could be considered fitting that Valentine’s Day and the Ash 

Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, are often close to each other on the 

calendar. What greater display of love could there be than God sending 

His Son into the world to suffer and die on the cross? John says it 

succinctly in his first epistle, “In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another (5:9-11).” 

Because of God’s love for us, we have the promise of forgiveness and 

eternal life. We will never be able to love Him as much in return. 

However, if God so loved us, let us love one another; not with the 

sentimental, romantic love of the world, but with the sacrificial love of 

Valentine for his Lord or the Lord’s love for us. Let us journey together 

this Lent, to behold the love of God at the cross. 


