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This coming week, the church calendar tells us that Silas is to be 

commemorated. The following is from our LCMS website: 

 

February 10 - Silas, Fellow Worker with Paul Silas, a leader in the 

church at Jerusalem, was chosen by Paul (Acts 15:40) to 

accompany him on his second missionary journey from Antioch to 

Asia Minor and Macedonia. Silas, also known as Silvanus, was 

imprisoned with Paul in Philippi and experienced the riots in 

Thessalonica and Berea. After rejoining Paul in Corinth, he 

apparently remained there for an extended time. Beyond that 

there is little further mention of Silas and his association with 

Paul. 

 

After the Jerusalem council in Acts 15, Silas and Judas were sent to 

Antioch to deliver the message that Gentiles were welcomed in the 

church, without the legalistic observance of the old covenant. Following 

this task Paul chose Silas to be his travel companion on his next missionary 

journey. While in Philippi, Paul and Silas came under the condemnation of 

certain merchants and leaders of the city. Luke tells us in Acts 16, “The 

crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off 

them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted 

many blows upon them, they threw them into prison.” After being 

released from prison these two went on to experience riots in 

Thessalonica and Berea. 

I wonder if Silas had second thoughts about becoming a companion of 

Paul. In Jerusalem he was a leader in the church and called a prophet. 

When he joined Paul, he was just a companion of Paul, second chair, if 

you will. He also experienced severe physical and spiritual abuses at the 

hands of hostile people. Nevertheless, for the sake of the Gospel mission, 

he did what the Lord asked of him to do. 

How about you? Are you willing to stick your neck out or leave your 

comfort zone for the sake of the Lord’s mission? Are you willing to be a 

companion, a second chair, to other leaders? So often in the church, 

people fill roles of service that they would not do on their jobs. In the 

church CEOs and managers work alongside everyone else sweeping floors 

and serving soup. Leaders in the community become followers in ministry 

teams. Conversely, labor may take positions over management, as they 

work together in ministry. 

Where is God calling you to serve? There is nothing in ministry 

beneath you, nor is there anything beyond you. The Lord will know where 

you will best fit. You only need to listen for and answer the call. 


