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Permit me to share the following from our National Lutheran Schools 

Week resource. This past week our school celebrated our Lord’s serve to 

us, by committing ourselves to serve each other. 

 

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS ARE “SENT TO SERVE.” 

Lutheran schools serve a diverse population of children, from 

preschool through high school. Lutheran schools serve as a partner with 

Christian families in nurturing the faith of children. Lutheran schools serve 

local Lutheran congregations by being mission outposts to their 

communities. Lutheran schools serve the world with the Gospel.  

They also serve in the name of Jesus. The National Lutheran Schools 

Week theme, “Sent to Serve,” is guided by Matthew 20:28: “Even as the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” Lutheran schools serve every day and, in every 

context, because Jesus was “Sent to Serve” as our Savior. Jesus’ saving 

service brings us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  

In 2019, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Youth Ministry office 

developed and published “7 Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry.” One of 

the practices noted was “Serve and Lead.” Service does not begin with the 

Rite of Confirmation. Service begins at the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

Service is not limited to youth or adults; instead, it is the response of all 

children of God.  

Lutheran schools are centers of service. Lutheran schools are blessed 

with faithful pastors and teachers who rejoice in their calling to serve in a 

Lutheran school ministry. Lutheran schools are blessed with supporting 

congregations that sacrifice time and treasure to serve their children 

through a Lutheran school. Lutheran schools could not operate without 

volunteers, who serve daily and richly. The “Sent to Serve” National 

Lutheran Schools Week theme celebrates many whom God has sent to 

serve in the Lutheran school setting.  

Lutheran schools are sent to serve congregations, families, 

communities, and the world. “Sent to Serve” recognizes various service 

opportunities and provides for local school leaders, children and families 

to serve others as Jesus’ servants in that place. The “7 Practices of 

Healthy Youth Ministry” resource says, “Giving youth opportunities to 

serve and lead takes time and effort. Parents and other supportive adults 

should work together to identity how God has uniquely gifted each teen”. 

The same observations could be made about each child in a Lutheran 

school. God has also gifted them to serve. We all are “Sent to Serve.”  

God’s blessings on your celebrating and serving during National 

Lutheran Schools Week! 


