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If you like to follow the church calendar and keep track of such things, 

you might know that January 18 is designated as the Feast of the 

Confession of St. Peter. The first reading appointed for this day is Acts 

4:8-13. 

 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

“Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined 

today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by 

what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to 

all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 

raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you 

well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the 

builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is 

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they 

were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 

with Jesus. 

 

It is interesting that Peter is described as an uneducated, common 

man. We know that he was a fisherman, like so many others. He had not 

attended a school of formal education, as did St. Paul. Yet, he was bold in 

his confession of faith and a committed follower of Jesus. So, what was it 

that amazed those who saw and heard him? The text says, “they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus.” 

That is the key, Peter had been with Jesus. Do the people who know 

you, observer that you have been with Jesus? This is what makes Christians 

stand out in a crowd. This is what makes us different than others. We have 

been with Jesus. I think a good goal for our congregation this year would 

be that others see our boldness and confidence in the faith and observe 

that we have been with Jesus. 

We spend time with Jesus when we read and hear the Word. We spend 

time with Jesus when we meditate and pray. We spend time with Jesus 

when two or three are gathered together in His name. May it also be said 

of us, they have been with Jesus. 


