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Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

 
11 “For thus says the Lord God: 

Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a 
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is 
among his sheep that have been 
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, 
and I will rescue them from all places 
where they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I 
will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land. And I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by 
the ravines, and in all the inhabited 
places of the country. 14 I will feed them 
with good pasture, and on the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their grazing 
land. There they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and on rich pasture they 
shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the 
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, 
and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice. … 

20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord God 
to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep. 21 Because you push with side and 
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with 
your horns, till you have scattered them 
abroad, 22 I will rescue my flock; they 
shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will 
set up over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he shall feed them: 
he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. 24 And I, the Lord, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them. I am the Lord; I 
have spoken.  

 

 
We are Meant to Be Together 

 
In English grammar there are some words that are called “zero 

plurals.” These are words that do not have a plural form; the singular 
and the plural are the same. For instance, the word aircraft can be used 
of one airplane or a whole fleet of airplanes. The term “aircrafts” would 
be incorrect. Most zero plurals are of animals. The animals that have 
the same singular and plural form include, deer, moose, sheep, elk, 
walrus, antelope, fish, buffalo, and salmon. You might hear a person say 
“deers” or “sheeps,” but that would be incorrect. In fact, my spell check 
is putting a red, squiggly line under these words as I type. There are 
several grammatical theories of why these words do not have plurals. 
However, the one explanation, not mentioned in the grammars, which 
is my theory, is all these animals and objects are rarely found in the 
singular. Sheep are found in flocks, deer, moose, elk, antelope, buffalo, 
and walrus are found in herds, fish and salmon are found in schools. 
Granted, there are other animals that congregate together, like birds 
and bugs, that have both singular and plural forms, but the zero plurals 
all seems to be social, interdependent creatures. 

What is my point? Ezekiel describes the people of Israel as sheep 
that have been scattered. This is a description of what happened when 
the Babylonians ransacked Jerusalem and Judea. The people where 
either scattered to the four winds or carried away to Babylon. Very few 
were left in their Promised Land. The picture is that of a flock of sheep 
being scattered during a night of terror, when darkness covers the land, 
and they cannot find each other. Everyone knows that sheep separated 
from the flock are vulnerable to predators. Likewise, without a 
shepherd sheep are not well feed, cared for and protected. Sheep are 
meant to be together. 

In the book of Ezekiel, the Lord is encouraging His scattered 
people, with the promise of a Rescuer. This Shepherd will not be like 
the false shepherds of Israel. The Lord Himself will come to rescue His 
people. The prophet writes, I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16 I will 
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them in justice. He gets more specific when He says, 
And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. Of course, this is a 
messianic reference to the Son of David, Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

Yes, the Lord would bring the exiles back from Babylon, to their 
homeland, but there is more. He would gather people into His kingdom, 
the church, from the four corners of the earth. All who follow the voice 
of the Good Shepherd are part of this flock, this people of God. So that 
also includes us. We are His people, the sheep of His pasture. We are 
meant to be together as one people, gathered around His Word and His 
altar. We need each other and we need to follow but one Shepherd. 

 
Lord Jesus, our Shepherd, gather us together as one people under Your 
protective care that we might worship and serve You. In your name. 
Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who have strayed away from the church, that they be brought back into the fold 

• The sick and injured among us who need the care of God’s people 

• Those who are traveling this week, that they be protected from viruses and accidents 

• A treatment and cure for the coronavirus 
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