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Psalm 95:1-7a 

 
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence 
with thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to him 
with songs of praise! 
3 For the Lord is a great God, 
    and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the 
earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are 
his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and his hands formed the dry 
land. 
6 Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; 
    let us kneel before the Lord, 
our Maker! 
7 For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of 
his pasture, 
    and the sheep of his hand. 

 
 
Gracious and merciful God, watch 
over us with Your all-seeing eyes 
and lift us with Your almighty 
hands, so that we might forever 
praise and worship You. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Lord is a Great God 

 
One of the essentials of parenting, especially in the Great Lakes State, is 

teaching your children how to swim. I can remember standing on the deck of 
a pool, trying to convince my little one to jump in. “Don’t be afraid I am 
standing right here.” “But the water is over my head.” “Yes, but I’ll be right 
here the whole time.” Finally, only after I got in the water myself, was this 
frightened child willing to jump. 

I think that our life in this world is similar. No matter where we are or 
what we do we can find ourselves in over our head. The treacherous waters 
of life can easily swamp and drown us. We know that God is up in heaven 
watching over us. But we would rather have a God who is down here with us. 
In fact, it would be best if God were both above us and below us. We need 
God to watch over us from on high so that He can see everything that is going 
on in our lives. But we also need God to be in the deep with us so that He can 
pull us out and keep us from drowning. 

The psalm writer describes such a God. He writes, 
 

3 For the Lord is a great God, 
    and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and his hands formed the dry land. 

 
We are never beyond the reach of our God. He knows our every need. 

He knows when we are in trouble, when we are afraid, when we are in 
danger, when we are anxious, when we need Him. He has committed Himself 
to our care and keeping. Again, the psalmist writes, 

 
7 For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of his pasture, 
    and the sheep of his hand. 

 
Just as a shepherd is responsible for the protection and care of his flock, 

our God has taken responsibility for us. He is with us wherever we go and in 
whatever circumstance we find ourselves. 

These days have been very difficult for everyone. Living through a 
pandemic is stressful, dangerous and, for some, deadly. Not knowing when 
relief might come or if we will ever return to normalcy, has taken its toll. 
Nevertheless, through it all we can worship and praise our God. The psalm 
invites us,  

 
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 

 
Please pray for: 

• Our Early Childhood Center that has struggled to maintain adequate staffing during this pandemic 

• Those who are anxious and afraid due to all manner of dangers in our world 

• Physicians and nurses working many extra hours to care for those infected with the coronavirus 

• The development and distribution of a coronavirus vaccine 
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