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I bet we will remember this year’s Thanksgiving above many 

others. This would be, not because of what we did, but because of 

what we did not do. This year we are being told by health departments 

everywhere, that we should not travel or visit family and loved one, 

with whom we are not in regular contact. For many of us, this means 

that we will not be going to grandma’s house, or our children’s, or our 

parents, or our siblings, or anywhere else, for that matter. Since 

gatherings will be much smaller, if at all, this year, likely the spread on 

the Thanksgiving table will be thinner than normal. Why make so much 

food if there is hardly anyone here to eat it? Besides, grandma always 

brought the ambrosia and Aunt Debby always brought the pie and Abby 

always made the sweet potato casserole, and none of them can come. 

Without the traditional feast and the gathering of friends and 

family, can we even have Thanksgiving? I am sure you are thinking, 

“well, of course.” There are still many things to be thankful for, this 

year as always. There is no denying it has been a tough year for us all. 

Many in our family and circle have gotten sick, and some have died. 

Many have been unemployed or lost their jobs. Many have had to close 

their business or borrow against a hopeful future. Whether or not a 

person has suffered physical or economic loss, everyone has endured 

the emotional and social toll of this past year. We long for the pre-

pandemic days. I guess we did not know how blessed we were. Maybe 

we should have been more thankful. 

Nevertheless, God is good, and we have been blessed. His grace 

and mercies abound. We are the redeemed children of God. Paul 

reminds us, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

danger, or sword? … 37 No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:35, 37-39) 

Despite the challenges of life, we will still worship God with 

thanksgiving and praise. We will have our traditional Thanksgiving 

service this coming Wednesday at 6:30. Our plan is also to make this 

service available through livestreaming on Facebook. I would also 

encourage you to spend some time in prayer and with the Word, 

meditating on the blessings of God. It may be a cliché to say, “there 

are always people worse off than we are,” or “it could be worse.” But 

these words are true. Also true is the promise of God—I will be with you 

always! 


