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1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 
First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, 2 for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way. 3 This is good, 
and it is pleasing in the sight of God 
our Savior, 4 who desires all people 
to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank and 
praise You for the good land in 
which we live. Bless our elected 
leaders that they might serve 
with integrity and that we are 
able to live in peace and 
quietness for the sake of Your 
kingdom’s work. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Pray for Our Nation 

 
Next week we will celebrate a National Day of Thanksgiving. Although it will 

be different than previous years, because of the coronavirus, there is still much 
for which to be thankful. We can thank God for the family who is gathered at 
our tables and those who are not. We can thank God for the food before us and 
the abundance of the earth. We can thank God for the work we do and for the 
opportunities to contribute to our family and our community. We can thank 
God for this good land and those whom we have elected to serve us. 

We have just finished a contentious election season, with more mudslinging, 
conspiracies, and sensationalism than most can stomach. We may or may not 
have been pleased with the election results, nationally or locally, but those in 
positions of authority are our representatives and servants. It is like I tell our 
members from time to time, “I may not be the best pastor there is, by I am the 
best one you’ve got.” 

I do not think we always appreciate the blessings of living in a democratic 
nation, that is as blessed as ours. This was reinforced to me again just yesterday 
when I read the Facebook post of my friend Jonah, whom I had as a student in 
South Sudan and South Africa. He graduated yesterday and will now be 
ordained and serve as a pastor in the Lutheran Church of Sudan. Permit me to 
share a portion of his post. 

 
“I came from rural areas in Sudan, particularly Nuba Mountain, 

where we are subjected to war, persecution and suffer injustices for 
so long. But regardless of that the Lord opened the door for me to be 
in school and I believe He will continue to bless me. There was a time 
in life when I was looking after the cows and sheep, not knowing 
whether one day I will be in the class or not. But I am here now, with 
those who grow up in towns where there are no sounds of guns or no 
bombing. But I sometimes sleep with fears or I will have to run and 
hide because there is fighting or bombing. 

“Also, school doesn’t operate daily because of war and lack of 
teachers including teaching materials and I have experienced all short 
of challenges, but I never give up my dreams in life. I rejoice today 
with you my dear friends because of God’s blessings upon me and 
you. 

“I hope you will find peace and joy in this life even though you are 
struggling with life, there is hope, just be patient and a prayer warrior, 
the Lord promise that he will not abandon us but he will be with us 
always.” 

 
As you can tell, Jonah has had to overcome many obstacles to pursue the 

education necessary to serve in the office of the holy ministry. He lives in a part 
of the world that does not have a stable government or rule of law. Therefore, 
Paul writes to Timothy, to pray for, kings and all who are in high positions, that 
we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is 
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. When Christians pray for 
their governmental leaders and for peace and tranquility in the country, there is 
the opportunity for the Gospel to be proclaimed. The ultimate purpose of 
secular governments and God’s blessings on nations, is to enable the saving 
Gospel of Christ to be proclaimed. 

 

 
Please pray for: 

• Our nation that we continue to be blessed with peace and quietness and live together in unity 

• All those in authority that they lead with honesty, compassion, and justice 

• Healthcare professionals who are working overtime under stressful conditions 

• The development and distribution of a coronavirus vaccine 
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