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Matthew 25:14-30  

  
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, 

who called his servants and entrusted to them his 
property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to 
his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded 
with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So 
also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. 18 But he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. 19 Now after a long time the master of 
those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. 20 And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I 
have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You 
have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he 
also who had the two talents came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; 
here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 

He also who had received the one talent came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 

Then you ought to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with interest. 28 So 
take the talent from him and give it to him who 
has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has 
will more be given, and he will have an 
abundance. But from the one who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the 
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’  

  

Working with What You’ve Got  

  

There are three kingdom parables in Matthew 25. The 
first talks about waiting and being prepared for the return of 
Christ. The third talks about the return of Christ and the Final 
Judgement. This second talks about what to do while waiting 
for that Final Judgment. We know Christ is going to return on 
the Last Day and we are ready as we put our faith in Him and 
nurture that faith with His Word. But what else should we do 
while we wait?  

In this parable the master entrusts his property, in the 
form of talents (units of money), to his servants before he 
embarks on a journey. This is a reference to Christ’s ascension 
into heaven and the time in which we live, before He returns. 
So, in the meantime the servants were expected to use what 
the master entrusted to them, to earn more money. He gave 
to each of the three servants an amount in keeping with their 
abilities. One received 5 talents, another 2 talents and the 
third, one talent. The servants with the 5 and the 2 talents set 
out and doubled those amounts while the master was away. 
When he returned, he was pleased and said to them, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ The servant who started with one talent also ended 
with one talent because he buried the talent in the ground. 
When the master returned, he was not happy and said to the 
man, ‘You wicked and slothful servant!’  

So why was it that two servants were commended, and 
one was not? Simply put, two were faithful in the use of the 
master’s talents and one was not. I think part of the reason 
had to do with the servants’ view of the master. The two 
faithful servants were delighted to use their time and energy 
serving the master. They wanted to please him and knew that 
he only expected them to do their best. The unfaithful servant 
had a different perspective of the master. He said, ‘Master, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid.’ 
He was not motivated to please his master, he only wanted to 
avoid his wrath. He was not willing to take the risk and 
possibly fail or lose some of the master’s money.  

Does this say anything to us? We are living in the time 
when our Master is on His journey. He has entrusted to us 
time, talents and treasures to be used in His kingdom. He will 
return and expects an accounting of what we did with what 
He had supplied. It doesn’t matter what our talents are or 
how many we have; He only expects us to work with what 
we’ve got. We need not compare our talents or our results 
with others. The only standard by which the Lord judges is 
faithfulness. As a loving and forgiving Master, He is a joy to 
serve.  

  

Loving Father, enable us to be faithful in the use of all the 
talents and gifts you have given to us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
  



Please pray for:  

• The church that her people might use their gifts to the honor and glory of the Master  

• Our elected governmental leaders, many who are suffering with the coronavirus, and pressured to serve well  

• Healthcare workers who are weary and burdened with heavy caseloads  

• The development and distribution of a coronavirus vaccine  

  

  


