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Zephaniah 1:7–16 

 
7 Be silent before the Lord God!  
For the day of the Lord is near;  
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice  
and consecrated his guests.  
8 And on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice—  
“I will punish the officials and the king’s 

sons  
and all who array themselves in foreign 

attire.  
9 On that day I will punish  
everyone who leaps over the threshold,  
and those who fill their master’s house  
with violence and fraud.  
10 “On that day,” declares the Lord,  
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,  
a wail from the Second Quarter,  
a loud crash from the hills.  
11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!  
For all the traders are no more;  
all who weigh out silver are cut off.  
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with 

lamps,  
and I will punish the men  
who are complacent,  
those who say in their hearts,  
‘The Lord will not do good,  
nor will he do ill.’  
13 Their goods shall be plundered,  
and their houses laid waste.  
Though they build houses,  
they shall not inhabit them;  
though they plant vineyards,  
they shall not drink wine from them.”  
14 The great day of the Lord is near,  
near and hastening fast;  
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter;  
the mighty man cries aloud there.  
15 A day of wrath is that day,  
a day of distress and anguish,  
a day of ruin and devastation,  
a day of darkness and gloom,  
a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry  
against the fortified cities  
and against the lofty battlements.  
 

 
Dies Irae 

 
Day of wrath, O day of mourning! 
See fulfilled the Prophets' warning, 
Heav'n and earth in ashes burning. 

 
Thus, begins the 19-verse hymn, number 607 in The Lutheran 

Hymnal. This ancient hymn, composed in the 13th century by Thomas 
de Celano, is also the basis of Giuseppe Verdi’s Requiem Mass. This 
famous rendition of Zephaniah’s prophecy is described as one of the 
most terrifying and troubling pieces of music ever performed. If you 
are interested, watch it performed on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5_H01AqF-
o&feature=emb_title 

 
As you read through Zephaniah’s prophecy here, you can easily get 

a sense for Dies Irae, the Day of Wrath. After describing what might 
take place when an invading army enters Jerusalem, the prophet ends 
this section of his warning,  

 
14 The great day of the Lord is near,  
near and hastening fast;  
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter;  
the mighty man cries aloud there.  
15 A day of wrath is that day,  
a day of distress and anguish,  
a day of ruin and devastation,  
a day of darkness and gloom,  
a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry  
against the fortified cities  
and against the lofty battlements. 

 
The message we should hear in our day is that the Day of the Lord, 

will be a Day of Wrath, for those who do not put their hope in Christ. 
Of course, there are those who simply reject all things religious or of 
God. But there are also those among us who are complacent, 
comfortable in our easy lives. To them the Lord says I will punish the 
men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will 
not do good, nor will he do ill.’ These are those who do not think the 
Lord cares about what we believe or do in this life. They assume all is 
well between them and God. Sadly, the day of darkness draws near. 

For those who know and trust in their Savior, the Day of Wrath, 
will not come. On the day of the Lord’s return, it will be a day of joy 
and gladness, for He has won the victory for us. Our confident 
heartfelt prayer is the final verse of the hymn: 

 
To the rest Thou didst prepare me 
On Thy cross; O Christ, upbear me! 
Spare, O God, in mercy spare me! 

,  

 
Please pray for: 

• Those who are complacent and give no thought to the Day of the Lord 

• Schools and institutions struggling to function virtually 

• Elected and appointed leaders who must make difficult decisions for the sake of the greater good 

• The development and distribution of a coronavirus vaccine 
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