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Over the last couple of weeks in this epistle, I have shared portions 

of a blog written by Thom Rainer, church consultant and author, 

entitled, Six Reasons Your Pastor Is About to Quit. Once again, I 

reiterate, I am not quitting, but I do share the concerns he expresses. 

This week I would like to focus on his 3rd reason.  

 

”Pastors are discouraged about losing members and 

attendance. For sure, it’s not all about the numbers. But 

imagine your own mindset if one-half or more of your friends 

stopped engaging with you. And pastors have already heard 

directly or indirectly from around one-fourth of the members 

that they do not plan to return at all.” 

 

I have heard this statistic in more than one place. Another estimate 

is that 1/3rd of pre-covid attendance will disappear after the pandemic 

is over. These are alarming numbers. The decline in church attendance 

and membership has been occurring over the last 30 years, even 

accelerating in the last couple. This decline dropped off the charts 

when COVId-19 hit. Pastors have tried to be encouraged by the number 

of people that are now watching their services online. However, as the 

pandemic has continued the number of online viewers has also dropped 

off. The thought that our post-covid congregation will be only two-

thirds of our pre-covid congregation is discouraging. 

This weekend we are celebrating Reformation Sunday. This is the 

period in church history, some 500 years ago, when Martin Luther 

encouraged the church to return to the Word. In the Gospel reading for 

this celebration, Jesus says, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free 

(Jn. 8:31-32).” To be a disciple of Jesus we must abide in His Word. To 

do so, we must hear the Word proclaimed and read the Word in our 

devotions. We must let the word of Christ dwell in us richly (Col. 3:16). 

Church trends, across the nation and at Trinity, suggest that fewer and 

fewer people are abiding in Christ’s Word. 

This is troubling because the truth sets us free. As people drift 

away from the Word and church, they become enslaved to sin and the 

ways of the world. They may think they have a newfound freedom from 

the constraints of church and religion, but they are only being fooled 

by Satan, who is enslaving them to the bondage of sin and death. Now, 

more than ever, we need to be in the Word. We need also pray for our 

family and friends, and our church, that God’s Spirit draw the 

wandering back. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word! 


