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In last week’s Pastoral Epistle, I shared portions of a blog post by 

church consultant Thom Rainer, entitled “Six Reasons Your Pastor Is 

About to Quit.” Let me reiterate what I said last week; I am not about 

to quit, but I can identify with the reasons he gives. His point is that 

the pastoral ministry is difficult and taxing in the best of times. But 

during a pandemic and in a politically and culturally divided society, 

there are other factors that are taxing pastors to their limits. 

In this epistle, I would like to share the second reason Rainer gives 

that might push pastors over the edge. He writes,  

“Pastors are greatly discouraged about the fighting taking 

place among church members about the post-quarantine 

church. Gather in person or wait? Masks or no masks? Social 

distancing or not? Too many church members have adopted the 

mindset of culture and made these issues political fights. 

Pastors deal daily with complaints about the decisions the 

church makes.” 

Note that he wrote this at the end of August. It is now the middle 

of October and rather than matters getting better, they have gotten 

worse. The number of COVID-19 cases and deaths has spiked again. Add 

to this the very heated and contentious presidential campaign and you 

have a formula for division and fighting in families, workplaces, and 

even the church. Sadly, we have it also in our church. 

Let me make one thing clear—the attempts we are making to 

navigate this pandemic, and keep people both safe and nourished by 

the Word, are not politically motivated. Some measures are given to us 

by the government, others are recommended by the health department 

and the CDC. As a church, we have been given some leeway, not 

granted to businesses or other places of work. Our school and ECC has 

little or no leeway, because of state licensing and regulations. Our 

prayer is that our members have greater loyalty to their church than 

their political party. We are not against our members protesting or 

speaking out, on one side or the other. We encourage our members to 

be active citizens and engaged in the political process. The church, 

however, is not the arena for such things. 

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus says, “Render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s and to God, the things that are God’s.” 

According to the Fourth Commandment, we do owe the governing 

authorities respect and honor. More importantly we owe God our very 

lives. The church is the arena in which we are strengthened in our 

faith, equipped to be His people in the world, and given the 

opportunity to join as one in unending praise of our Savior and King. 


