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We are living in a challenging time. In addition to all the things 

that plague people in a fallen, sin infested world, we are trying to cope 

with a worldwide pandemic and a national election. People are tense, 

anxious and finding themselves at odds with people they once 

considered friends. The church, which has always been a stabilizing 

and healing influence is also hamstrung by this virus and not as able to 

respond to people’s hurts and needs as they would like. 

This past week I was directed to a blog post by Thom Rainer, who is 

a church consultant, the founder, CEO and lead coach for an 

organization called Church Answers. I have read a couple of his books, 

so I was intrigued by this blog post called “Six Reasons Your Pastor is 

About to Quit.” Please note, I am not about to quit, but I can identify 

with the reasons he lists. In this Epistle I would like to share some of 

his words and the first reason he lists. 
Please hear me clearly. The vast majority of pastors with whom our 

team communicates are saying they are considering quitting their churches. 

It’s a trend I have not seen in my lifetime. Some are just weeks away from 

making an announcement. They are looking for work in the secular world. 

Some will move to bivocational ministry. Some will move to marketplace 

ministry. 

But many will move.  

Why has this period of great discouragement ensued? Of course, it is 

connected to COVID-19, but the pandemic really just exacerbated trends 

already in place. We would have likely gotten to this point in the next three 

to five years regardless.  

I also want you to know that these pastors do not think they will be 

leaving ministry. They just believe the current state of negativity and apathy 

in many local churches is not the most effective way they can be doing 

ministry.  

So, they are leaving or getting ready to leave. There are many reasons 

why, but allow me to share the top six reasons, understanding that they are 

not mutually exclusive.  

1. Pastors are weary from the pandemic, just like everyone else. Pastors are 

not super humans. They miss their routines. They miss seeing people as they 

used to do so. They would like the world to return to normal, but they 

realize the old normal will not return. 

You should note that this blog was written at the end of August. 

Matters have grown exponentially worse since then. I would like to 

encourage you, not to lose heart. In the Portals of Prayer devotion for 

10/9 we read about Jeremiah who was encouraged to buy and plant a 

field during the Babylonian Captivity. It was to be a reminder from God 

that He has not forgotten His people and they should continue to live 

and serve one another as always. One day a remnant would return 

home. I think this is good advice for us. Hang in there, trust in God and 

grow in your faith during this time. It will end! 


