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One of the things I mentioned in last week’s Pastoral Epistle was 

my concern that some of our members may be in danger of drifting 

away from a healthy spiritual relationship with the Lord and His 

church. During this pandemic people are encouraged to take extra 

precautions and practice social distancing. Because of this we initially 

observed the Stay Home, Stay Safe order and had only virtual worship 

services. Some months ago, we were able to conduct in-person worship 

and have continued to do so. We currently have services on Sunday at 

8:00 and 10:30. Our attendance is a little less than half of what it was 

before the pandemic began. We continue to offer virtual worship 

services via Facebook and YouTube, with a Sunday morning release. It 

is difficult to know the extent of the participation online. 

The question we are wrestling with right now is, when and how do 

we reintroduce our contemporary worship at 9:15 on Sundays. What we 

do not know is how many people are not attending church because they 

would prefer to attend the contemporary service. When we start 

offering the 9:15 service will more people attend? Will there be enough 

to make the effort worthwhile? Will that service only shift people out 

of one of the other services and not actually bring in anyone new? Are 

people worshiping at home because they are not ready to risk infection 

or because there isn’t an offering they prefer? Have people started 

attending worship elsewhere because they do not like what we are 

doing at Trinity? 

Why don’t we just start up the 9:15 service again and see what 

happens? This is a good question, but not one that is easily answered.  

To make this service work we need several elements in place. We need 

people willing and able to be part of a Praise Team. We need people 

willing to assist with ushering, sanitizing, setting up and taking down. 

The current coronavirus protocols have imposed several challenges to 

the way we do things at Trinity. What if we reinstitute our 9:15 service 

but are not able to offer the quality we did before the pandemic? Will 

a modified version or a sparsely attended service have a determinantal 

effect on the future of our contemporary service? 

Possibly I am worried too much about things of which I cannot know 

or control. My ultimate concern is the spiritual well being of our 

people. What I do know is that growth and security in the faith comes 

from the work of God through Word and Sacrament. Our calling is to 

help people connect with Jesus, our Savior, in whatever means 

possible. We have a great message to proclaim and people to hear. 

If you are interested in the 9:15 contemporary service, please 

come to a meeting Oct. 18 at 9:15 in the gym and share your 

thoughts. 


