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What does it cost you to be a disciple of Jesus? Of course, there are 

no fees or dues assessed to those who are disciples. But, to be a 
disciple one might have to give up something. Surely, there is some 
cost. Jesus says if we want to be a disciple, we must deny ourselves, 
pick up our cross, and follow Him. In other words, we must be willing 
to bear the cross. But what if that cross meant a loss of income? What 
if it actually did cost something to be a disciple? 

September 21, on the Church Year Calendar, is St. Matthew, 
Apostle and Evangelist Day. In his own Gospel, Matthew records his call 
to follow Jesus in chapter 9. We are told that when Jesus found him, 
he was working at a tax collector’s booth. Matthew was a tax collector. 
As such, he would have been a Jew working for the Roman 
government. This meant that he was hated and despised by his own 
people. It also meant that he was probably wealthy. Tax collectors did 
quite well for themselves. They were paid the government wage, plus 
they could assess additional fees, with the weight of the Roman 
government behind them, to supplement their wage. As a profession, 
they were also known to be dishonest, often extorting or embezzling 
funds from taxpayers. 

Matthew reports, that Jesus came to him and said, “‘Follow me.’ 
And he rose and followed him.” Matthew then invited Jesus to his 
home, where they ate together with other tax collectors and sinners. 
When invited to follow Jesus, Matthew left his lucrative profession, 
with all its perks, and became a disciple. He would never again enjoy 
the comfort and security of a high paying job. He would have to live 
down his reputation of being a traitor and a dishonest man. He would 
have to endure the ridicule and scorn of Pharisees and pious Jews, and 
probably other tax collectors. He would have to confess his sins, 
acknowledge his crimes, and change his life. In lost revenue and 
humiliation, Matthew had to pay a high price to be a follower of Jesus. 

This is something the Pharisees, who criticized Jesus for eating 
with tax collectors and sinners, were not willing to do. They too had a 
pretty good gig going. They were well paid and highly respected. But to 
follow Jesus, they would have to give all that up. It was easier to 
criticize both Jesus and His followers, than to make such a sacrifice. 

How about you? Would you be willing to follow Jesus if it cost 
something? What if it meant a loss of income or added expenses? What 
if it impacted your bottom line? Matthew immediately followed Jesus, 
by the prompting of the Holy Spirit and he never looked back. For him, 
following Jesus was the only thing that mattered. He was an Apostle 
and he wrote the first Gospel. What does God have in store for you? As 
His disciple, He has a role for you to play in His kingdom. There may be 
sacrifices. There may be a cost. But, the blessings of salvation are 
worth whatever the cost. 


