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Matthew 18:21-35 

 
21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], 

“Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many 
as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy times seven. 

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his servants. 
24When he began to settle, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents. 25And since he could 
not pay, his master ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. 
26So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out 
of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him 
the debt. 28But when that same servant 
went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29So his fellow servant fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he 
should pay the debt. 31When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had 
taken place. 32Then his master 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 
33And should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34And in anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. 35So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 

 

 
Forgive Us as We Forgive 

 
Forgiveness is one of the hardest requirements of the Christian faith. 

The problem with forgiveness, as far as we are concerned, is that, for it to 
be genuine, it must be offered free of charge. In the section just prior to 
this text, Jesus teaches His disciples about forgiving one’s brother. Peter 
then asks the natural question, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him?” In other words, Peter was acknowledging 
that a disciple of Jesus should forgive, but how often? The Jewish rabbis of 
that time taught that one must forgive a brother three times; after that, 
they would not be worthy of forgiveness. The thinking was that everyone 
makes mistakes and is in need of forgiveness. If a mistake is made more 
than once, forgiveness should still be granted, because the person is trying 
to change or make amends. After the third offence, they are clearly not 
trying that hard or are not sincere in their repentance. Peter, not to be 
outdone by some Jewish rabbi, suggested that he would go all the way to 
seven times. 

We think like Peter. We want to be forgiving because we know that 
forgiveness is a virtue. We also realize we may need forgiveness ourselves 
sometime. But there are limits, aren’t there? The reason we do not want 
to just keep on forgiving is because we do not believe the sinner is worthy 
of our forgiveness; after all, they keep on doing it. What we are missing is 
that genuine forgiveness is offered free of charge, no strings attached. It 
isn’t forgiveness if we expect penance, like a sincere apology, or a promise 
to never do it again, or a change in behavior. It isn’t genuine forgiveness 
unless we require nothing from the penitent. Genuine forgiveness 
happens when we offer grace expecting we will have to do again, and 
again and again. Genuine forgiveness happens when we offer grace before 
an apology is given or the apology is less than sincere. 

Jesus answered Peter, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 
times seven.” Jesus is telling us that there is not a limit to forgiveness, not 
in quantity or quality. Every time someone sins against us, we are to 
forgive them. We are to forgive them whether they apologize or not. We 
are to forgive them whether they change their ways or not. We are to 
forgive them whether they are deserving or not. This is essentially what 
Jesus is teaching in this parable. The master forgave his servant’s debt, not 
because he was repentant, clearly, he was not. He forgave his servant 
because of his mercy. The forgiven servant’s refusal to forgive another 
demonstrates his unworthiness and unrepentance. The judgment upon 
the unforgiving servant would come in due time. Of course, the master is 
the heavenly Father, who has forgiven us all. Our Lord’s forgiveness of us 
is full and complete, and our debt is more than we could ever repay. He 
forgives us, not because we repented as we should, or because we will 
stop sinning or are worthy, but because of His Son, who has paid the price. 
As the Lord’s forgiveness is full and free, ours should be likewise. 

 
Heavenly Father, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, 
and may we do so according to the grace we have received in Christ. 
Amen. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who have resentment and unforgiveness buried in their heart, that they be released by forgiving 

• Those who are suffering under isolation and loneliness due to the pandemic 

• Our nation and our leaders, that all would be guided and blessed by the Lord 

• The development and testing of a coronavirus vaccine 
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